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Building upon the successes of previous years,  
this year’s Australia Day events were characterised 
by a renewed commitment to the National Australia 
Day Council’s (NADC) theme of “Reflect, Respect, 
Celebrate” to foster inclusivity, cultural appreciation, 
and community engagement. 

One notable addition to this year’s festivities was 
the introduction of what representatives of the local 
Aboriginal community chose to call the Survival 
Day Mural and its unveiling at Gossamer Park. 

This initiative, suggested by the Leeton and District 
Local Aboriginal Land Council (LDLALC), aimed 
to draw attention to the Wattle Hill community 
and acknowledge and honour Indigenous history  
and culture as an integral part of Australia’s story. 

The mural serves as a visual representation of 
our community’s dedication to reconciliation and 
respect for Indigenous Australians, highlighting the 
importance of Australia Day as a day of reflection 
and commemoration.

The unveiling ceremony on January 25 was well 
attended. Rapid Relief provided a BBQ breakfast 
and brunch, Jillybeans Coffee van supplied hot 
and cold drinks, and Dookie entertained the crowd 
whilst children played on an inflatable water slide.  
Western Riverina Arts with Elijah and William Ingram 
and representatives from Parkview and Leeton 
High School created the mural which community 
members added their handprints to on the day.

The January 26 activities commenced with a free 
BBQ breakfast hosted by the Rotary Club of Leeton 
at Mountford Park where the Leeton Town Band 
provided morning melodies. 

Official proceedings began after breakfast, including 
a citizenship ceremony and the announcement of 
Australia Day awards. Australia Day Ambassador 
Lyndey Milan OAM was present to engage with 
residents, delivering a heart-felt speech and 
sharing her passion for food and wine. 

Following the proceedings, a bush tucker lunch 
was available at Mountford Park. From emu spring 
rolls to marinated kangaroo and lemon myrtle 
cheesecake, the menu showcased the unique 
flavours of Australian cuisine, curated by Michael 
Lyons of Sandhill Artefacts.

Festivities continued at the Leeton Regional Aquatic 
Centre with the Pool Party with free entry from 3pm 
to 8pm. The Lion’s Club train, waterproof glitter 
face painting, inflatable pool toys and resident 
Disney Princess added to the spirit of the day.  
SunRice Festival Ambassador entrant Mel Beecham 
provided attendees with a traditional sausage 
sizzle.

The Australia Day Ambassador also attended 
events organised and coordinated  by community 
groups including the community breakfast  
at Murrami, hosted by the Murrami CWA, and 
SunRice Festival Ambassador Martelle Maguire’s 
event at the Leeton & District Bowling Club.

The Australia Day celebrations in 2024 successfully brought together residents from diverse backgrounds 
to commemorate our nation’s identity and heritage. The events included a range of activities designed to 
promote community engagement, cultural appreciation, and inclusivity.

Thursday 25 January
Survival Day Mural party 
Gossamer Park� 9am – 12pm

Friday 26 January
Official Ceremony 
Mountford Park� 9am – 12pm
Pool Party 
Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre� 3pm - 8pm
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JAN 26

FREE ENTRY 3pm - 8pm

BBQ supporting SunRice Ambassador

Melissa Beecham

@ Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre

Plenty of 

fun games

& activities

with a visit from a Disney Princess!

Lions Train
(from 4pm)

7.30am – 9am Australia Day BBQ Breakfast  hosted by Rotary Club of Leeton
   with Leeton Town Band on stage

3pm - 8pm • fun games & activities 
• DJ  • Lions Train 

Friday, January 26, 2024 in Mountford Park

FREE
POOL ENTRY
3pm-8pmat Leeton Regional Aquatic Centre

POOL PARTY

9.15am  Official ceremony with Ambassador Lindey Milan OAM

   followed by a bush tucker lunch

• fun games & activities 

BBQ supporting SunRice Ambassador

BBQ supporting SunRice Ambassador

with a visit from a Disney Princess!

with a visit from a Disney Princess!

with a visit from a Disney Princess!

FREE BBQ Breakfast
• Water Slide  • Summer Fun Day

Proudly supported by the NADC 

Ref lect  |  Respect  |  Celebrate

@ Gossamer Park       All welcome
THURS 25 JAN 2024

SURVIVAL DAY MURAL PARTY



Extensive coverage 
of the official proceedings 

by The Irrigator



Unveiling of mural created by Western Riverina Arts artists who  
engaged youths from Parkview Public School and Leeton High School

BBQ breakfast and lunch provided by the Rapid Relief Team
Entertainment by Dookie 

Estimated 130 in attendance

SURVIVAL DAY MURAL PARTY



Community breakfast hosted by Rotary Club of Leeton 
with performance by Leeton Town Band prior to ceremony

12 Leeton citizens naturalised - conferees from New Zealand, the UK,  
Sri Lanka and the Philippines took the pledge of citizenship

Address by 2024 Leeton Australia Day Ambassador Lyndey Milan OAM
Approximately 200 people in attendance1

1 data collected by nCounters installed at Mountford Park.

OFFICIAL CEREMONY 
INCLUDING CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY



2024 AWARD WINNERS
2024 Junior Sportsperson of the Year:  Miah Weymouth

2024 Young Achiever of the Year: Ellena Halloran 

2024 Young Citizen of the Year: Jack Crowe 

2024 Event of the Year: Leeton Rainbow Pride Festival

2024 Group of the Year:  St Francis College Boarders 

2024 Organisation of the Year: University of the Third Age (U3A)

2024 Sportsperson of the Year: Amie Fazekas

2024 Lifelong Citizen of the Shire:  Sheree Wilesmith

2024 Achiever of the Year:  Shane Leighton 

2024 Citizen of the Year: Gregory (Joey) Longford

Nominations opened on 23 October 2023, closing 10 January 2024
22 nominations received

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS



Extensive coverage 
of the official proceedings 

by The Irrigator



POOL PARTY

2 data collected by Camlytics counter on the side gate entry point between the hours of 3pm to 8pm.

Free pool entry from 3pm to 8pm      
Entertainment: Lions Train, inflatables, glitter tattoos and roving character

SunRice Ambassador Mel Beecham fundraising BBQ
Approximately 500 people in attendance2 



FUNDING

EXPENDITURE

BUDGET BREAKDOWN

OFFICIAL CEREMONY 
Community Breakfast catering (Rotary & Murrami CWA)� $1,600.00
AV Production� $1,200.00
Infrastructure hire� $786.36
Set up (outdoor staff wages)� $545.26
Decorations� $452.09
Award certificates� $15.04

Cultural Elements 
Welcome to Country� $400.00
Cultural Dance Group coordination� $500.00  
Smoking ceremony� $600.00 
Artefact display� $1,500.00 
Bush tucker lunch� $5,000.00

AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 
Accommodation� $320.00 
Gift� $67.00 
Official dinner (Thursday & Friday)� $642.50 

CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY 
Citizen gifts� $217.09 
Postage� $20.00

POOL PARTY
Entertainment (Lions Train, inflatables, roving character & glitter tattoos)� $1,134.95

SURVIVAL DAY MURAL PARTY
Community Artwork� $3,065.45
AV Production� $1,044.99
Entertainment� $1,546.00
Catering� $993.00

ADVERTISING & MARKETING (Newspaper)� $500.00
PHOTOGRAPHY� $800.00

� $22,949.73
PROFIT/LOSS� $50.27

NATIONAL AUSTRALIA DAY COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
Base Grant for inclusive events� $10,000.00 
Additional events promoting recognition for Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander peoples� $5,000.00

COUNCIL FUNDING� $8,000.00 

� $23,000.00



AUSTRALIA DAY COMMITTEE
Thank you to all who assisted in the coordination  

of Leeton Shire Council’s Australia Day celebrations.

Particular acknowledgement goes to:
Cr George Weston

Chair of the Australia Day Committee  
and MC of the Official Ceremony

Mayor Cr Tony Reneker
Coordination of Leeton Sportsawards Committee  

and the independant judging panel for award nominations

Council staff
Fran Macdonald & Leigh Houghton – Events team

Terry Schmidt – Communications
Josh Eurell, Caleb Millar, Brendan Bourke, James Hedditch - Outdoor staff

Shane Leighton, Dennis Irvine, Brooke Eglinton, Nakeia McVittie, Angus Crelley,  
Sophie Cross, Makayla Bradshaw, Anabelle Cross  – Aquatic Centre staff


