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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

27 March 2024 

7:00 PM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

28 February 2024, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 

THAT the Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 13 March 2024, as circulated, be taken as read and 

CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. MAYORAL MINUTES   

 

7. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

CORPORATE MATTERS 

7.1 2023/24 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 

DECEMBER 2023 ................................................................................ 5 

7.2 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2024 ................................... 33  

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

7.3 DRAFT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANS .............................................. 49 

7.4 LEETON GOLF COURSE UPDATE - 1 JULY 2023 TO 31 DEC 

2023 ................................................................................................. 52 

7.5 DUST CONCERNS LEETON GOLF COURSE ...................................... 56 
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7.6 ROAD NAMING PROPOSAL SORELLI ESTATE STAGE 2 ................... 79  

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

7.7 WELCOMING CITIES REPORT .......................................................... 88   

 

8. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

9. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS   

 

10. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

10.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 128  

 

11. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
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VIDEO RECORDED 

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 

 

 

PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formally address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes by Tuesday 12 noon preceding the meeting.  

 

Contact Council via 6953 0911 or email council@leeton.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

 

Councillors’ obligations under the Oath or Affirmation of Office are as follows: 

 

I swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best 

interests of the people of Leeton and the Leeton Shire Council and that I will 

faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and 

discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other 

Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE 

 

I solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the duties of 

the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Leeton Shire and 

the Leeton Shire Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the 

functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and 

judgment. 

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

  

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 7.1  2023/24 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 DECEMBER 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 24/54 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/70 

AUTHOR/S Director Corporate / CFO 

Finance Contractor  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of the Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) is to provide a summary of 

Council’s financial position as at the end of the second quarter (31 December 2023) 

for the Year Ending 30 June 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council reviews and considers the Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) as at 31 

December 2023, and approves the changes recommended by Management. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Quarterly Budget Review (QBR) is required to be prepared quarterly in a 

prescribed format to inform Council of progress against the original budget along 

with recommended changes and reasons for the variances. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

A copy of the QBR document is provided at (Attachment 1). A new format has been 

prepared to better highlight the impacts of current activity on not only Council’s 

Operating result but also Council’s unrestricted cash position that is used for 

everyday cash flow purposes. 

 

The revised format highlights that the September Budget Review carryovers and 

adjustments significantly impacted Council’s short term unrestricted cash position 

from a surplus of $7.8M (as per the original budget) to a deficit of $3.3M. This is mostly 

because of carryovers not being cashed backed in the prior years including some 

grants that weren’t restricted, masking the true situation in the financial reports.  

Clearly, the pressure on Council’s unrestricted cash position has been building for a 

few years. 
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Further assessment / refinement at the December Budget Review has resulted in a 

further deterioration of Council’s unrestricted cash position to a deficit of $5.5M. Key 

causes: 

 

• Correction of double up in grant income recognition of $3.9M for Regional 

Emergency Road Repair Fund in the September review. 

• Correction of missed grant expenditure in the September review where only 

income got recognised but not the offsetting costs. 

• Restriction of grant income for use in future years to correctly reflect where 

and when funds will need to be expended (the matching principle). For 

example, a majority of Disaster Flood Recovery (DFRA), Local Roads 

Community Infrastructure (LRCI), Regional Emergency Road Repair Fund 

(RERF) and Vance Estate grant funding won’t actually be used in the 2023/24 

financial year but should be ringfenced (restricted) for future years. 

• Adjustment of increased investment income and Financial Assistance Grant 

funding.  These positive results fortunately partially offset the issues listed 

above. 

 

After considering matters, Management is recommending remedial action to help 

address the situation (see page 3 of Attachment 1).  

 

The recommended budget changes and detailed explanations and schedules are 

provided within (Attachment 1) (contained within the Income Statement) along with 

associated commentary and supporting schedules. 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary – Consolidated Income Statement  

 

The Operating Result [pre capital] provides an indication of the long-term viability of 

Council. In broad terms, a deficit from operations indicates that Council is not 

earning sufficient revenue to fund its ongoing operations (services) and to 

adequately renew existing assets over the longer term.  

 

While this measure is important, it does include timing issues and impacts from 

specific transactions and operations which make it less accurate in demonstrating 

current performance. The unrestricted cash balance is a more accurate indicator of 

current financial performance.  

 

The proposed budget adjustments result in a net decrease to the consolidated 

budgeted operating deficit before capital items of $3.85M. Council’s forecast results 

for 30 June 2024 are: 

• Net operating result for the year – surplus of $7.49M compared to $8.94M as at 

September Review. 

• Net operating result for the year before grants and contributions provided for 

capital purposes – surplus of $1.64M compared to $5.49M as at September 

Review. 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary –  Capital Budget   

 

The December Quarterly Review has been adjusted for budget changes to capital 

projects resulting in an overall reduction from $32.89M to $25.46M.  The main impact 

was the removal of $7.4M for Vance Estate as only the revised design works will be 
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completed this financial year. The other recommended budget changes and any 

explanations are provided within (Attachment 1). 

 

Management will continue to monitor the capital program to ensure its delivery in 

full or to ensure prioritization of projects, if required, based on unrestricted cash 

issues. 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Summary – Cash and Investments  

 

The recommended budget changes and any explanations are provided within 

(Attachment 1). 

 

The cash and reserves summary reports Council’s current total reserve funds, and 

balance of unrestricted cash that is used for everyday cash flow purposes as at 31 

December 2023. Unrestricted cash can move significantly up and down throughout 

the year based on large cashflow movements for quarterly rates instalments, grant 

payments and spending on large capital projects. The majority of Council’s 

projected year end cash is externally restricted, totaling $39.82M and limited in its 

use to specific purposes by contracts or legislation.  

 

The projected Internal Reserves balance of $14.36M, is used as a method to restrict 

portions of surplus cash to make them unavailable for general purposes. It is a 

decision of Council to set aside surpluses for future expenditure - for example, 

employee leave entitlements, plant purchases, and infrastructure replacement. It is 

recognised that Internal Reserves balances are subject to change, via a Council 

resolution, based on the need of Council and may not guarantee that the cash is 

available for its original intended purpose. In fact, part of the remedial action 

recommended in the December Budget Review is to utilize some of this internally 

restricted cash to help fund the current year capital program where those grants 

were not ring fenced in the year/s prior. 

As at 31 December 2023 there is a projected year end unrestricted cash balance of 

negative $5.58M.  

 

Conclusion 

 

The QBR recommendations have a significant impact on the forecast financial 

position, capital budget and cash position of Council as at 30 June 2024. 
 

It is recommended that remedial action be undertaken to reduce this cash risk, 

including: 
 

1. Considering using $4.6M from the following internal reserves to help fund the 

unrestricted cash deficit.  These amounts will be recognised in the March 

Budget Review if approved by Council: 

a. $1.00M from the Roads Reserve 

b. $1.20M from Unfinished Works Reserve 

c. $1.00M from Infrastructure Replacement Reserve 

d. $0.45M from Pool Reserve  

e. $0.50M from Buildings Reserve 

f. $0.30M from Sportsground Reserve  

g. $0.15M from Land Development Reserve 
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2. Identifying capital and/or operational program savings as part of March 

Budget Review to ensure a surplus unrestricted cash position. 

3. Working to ensure future cash budgets are in surplus to restore to an 

adequate level of available working capital.  

 

4. Finding opportunities to increase revenue, including reviewing rates and 

charges revenue.  

 

5. Identifying expenditure reduction opportunities including efficiencies and 

reprioritisation of services to a financially sustainable level, where possible. 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Reviews and considers the Quarterly Budget Review as at 31 December 2023, 

and approves the changes as recommended by Management including the 

remedial action recommendations. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Reviews, considers and approves the Quarterly Budget Review as at 31 

December as recommended by Management with amendments. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Overall Position 

 

The Responsible Accounting Officer Statement (Page 3 of Attachment 1) indicates 

that Council’s position at 31 December 2023 is considered unsatisfactory. This is due 

to Council’s forecast unrestricted cash position moving into a $5.58M cash deficit 

position. 

 

Current levels of unrestricted cash held by Council are low due to insufficient 

revenue compounded by rate pegging, placing Council at high risk of being unable 

to respond to unforeseen events, which could potentially lead to unplanned service 

reductions.  

 

Remedial action has been recommended to improve this cash position. Further 

short-term improvements will be identified as part of the March Quarterly Budget 

Review Statement.  Work will also be commencing shortly on a review of Council’s 

Long Term Financial Plan. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Council’s risk appetite statement indicates Council’s strong desire to remain 

statutorily compliant.   
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

The Quarterly Budget Review is required in accordance with clause 203 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021. Specifically, clause 203 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021 states the following: 

 

1. Not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter (except the June 

quarter), the responsible accounting officer of a council must prepare and 

submit to the council a budget review statement that shows, by reference to 

the estimate of income and expenditure set out in the statement of the 

council's revenue policy included in the operational plan for the relevant 

year, a revised estimate of the income and expenditure for that year.  

 

2. A budget review statement must include or be accompanied by: 

a. A report as to whether or not the responsible accounting officer 

believes that the statement indicates that the financial position of the 

council is satisfactory, having regard to the original estimate of 

income and expenditure, and  

b. If that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for remedial 

action.  

 

3. A budget review statement must also include any information required by the   

Code to be included in such a statement.  

 

While Council has not met the Statutory deadline for presenting the 

December Review primarily due to resourcing issues which have now been 

resolved, Council advised the Office of Local Government of the delay and 

sought a formal extension. The OLG advised that there is no provision in the 

Local Government Act to grant such an extension and Council will now 

forward the completed December Budget Review to the Office of Local 

Government as soon as it is approved by Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Cashflow will need to be monitored to ensure funds are readily available for Council 

to pay its debts on time, especially given the unprecedented capital works 

program.  

 

For the upcoming QBR3, Council may need to reconsider the timing and scope of its 

capital works program due to the available time and resources.  It will also be 

prudent to bring capital works back to a more ‘reasonable’ level for the 2024/25 

financial year.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Nil 
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(b) Internal 

 

All Officers Responsible for Budget Management 

Finance Contractors 

Senior Management Team (SMT) 

 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate management - financial, asset, 

property, records, information technology, buildings and plant/fleet - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.1 - Implement the Long-Term Financial Plan – in consultation with 

ratepayers – to support Council’s ongoing financial sustainability, including a Special 

Rate Variation (SRV) and/or reductions in service levels. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Quarterly Budget Review as at 31 December 2023 Report - Signed 
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ITEM 7.2  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 2024   

RECORD NUMBER 24/37 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF23/194 

AUTHOR/S Accountant  

APPROVER/S Director Corporate / CFO    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

This report provides details of the performance of Council’s investment portfolio for 

the period ending 29 February 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained in the Investments Report for February 

2024.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared monthly and presented at the next available 

Ordinary Council meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Council’s cash and investment holdings total $48,467,592. 

 

As at 29 February 2024, Leeton Shire Council has $47,063,457 invested in Approved 

Deposit Institutions (ADIs) of which $3,491,420 (7.42%) is invested with local bank 

branches. 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 29 February 2024. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation reconciles the Bank Statement balances to the 

General Ledger at 29 February 2024 by taking into account unpresented cheques, 

unpresented deposits, and unpresented debits.  

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 29 February 2024.  

 

  



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Wednesday 27 March 2024 

 

 

34 

The following table details the total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investment holdings: 

 

Cash in Transaction Account      $  1,404,135 

Deposits At Call Accounts $12,163,457 

Investments       $34,900,000 

TOTAL $48,467,592 

 

The table below details the monthly movements of investments for February 2024: 

 

Opening Investments Balance  $ 48,507,701 

Less:     

Maturities  $ 1,000,000 

Transfer to CBA Current Account $ 1,500,000                          

Subtotal $ 46,007,701 

Plus:     

Roll-overs  $ 1,000,000 

New Investments   $            0                    

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 21,104 

AMP Business Saver Account  $  1 

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 26,719 

Macquarie Cash Management Accelerator Account  $ 7,932 

Closing Investments Balance $ 47,063,457 

Add back Cash in Transaction accounts   1,404,135 

Total Cash and Investments $ 48,467,592 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them based on the Notes to the Financial Statements 30 June 

2023: 

 

Total Cash and Investments $ 48,467,592 

Less restrictions      

Water Supply (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 18,501,462 

Sewerage Services (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 9,423,450 

Domestic Waste Management $ 5,536,490 

*Other external restrictions  $ 6,356,567 

External Restrictions (Excl. Unfinished Works) - Sub Total $ 39,817,969 

Internal restrictions (Excl. FAG Prepayment and Unfinished Works) $ 7,499,289 

Total restrictions $ 47,317,258 

Operating Capital  $ 1,150,334 

*Includes - Unspent Grants Restrictions, Stormwater Levy Restriction, Deposits, Retentions and Bonds 
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Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  

 

Internally restricted funds are set aside through Council resolution for specific 

purposes such as plant replacement, infrastructure renewal or funded provisions. 

Internal restrictions are considered as part of the Budget adoption or the Quarterly 

Budget Review process. 

 

Operating Capital is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations, current Capital works program, and fluctuations in payables and 

receivables. 

 

Water Investments Summary 

 

The Marsden Jacob Report on 18 February 2024 (Water Market Update) is available 

for Council's consideration at (Attachment 3).   

 

No further trade has occurred for the reporting period, with an estimated 1,093ML of 

allocation remaining available to sell.  Prices during the reporting month have been 

low, averaging $15/ML mainly due to increased rainfall.  

    

 
 

For the 23/24 financial year, Council's total volume of temporary trade as at 29 

February 2024 is 1150ML, yielding $181,214 (net of sale brokerage fees).   This 

represents 158.78% of the budgeted earnings for the full year from temporary water 

sales ($70K).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Entitlements Entitlement
Allocation 

(%)

Total 

Allocation 

(ML)

Usage to 

date

Sales this 

month

Total 

Volume 

Sold

(ML)

Forecast 

Usage + 

10% Safety 

Margin

Remaining 

Allocation 

(Saleable)

(ML)

Town Water High 

Security 
4,097           100% 4,097     1,918     -         -         1,363     816        

Investment Water

High Security 971              100% 971        850        121        

General Security 516              100% 516        300        216        

Carryover -         -         -         -         

General Security Surplus -         -         

Unmetered Usage (60)         (60)         

Total 5,584          5,524     -        1,150     1,093     
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Table of Water Sales: 

 

 
 

For noting: Since 1 March 2024, a further 600ML has been sold at $24/ML.  The 

income from these sales and any further sales during March will be reported in next 

month's investment report. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The annualised rate of return across the portfolio is 4.87% for February 2024. 

 

The actual $183,654 in interest earned for February 2024 is higher than the original 

budgeted amount of $58,333 by $125,321. 

 

The following graph compares year-to-date interest with the budgeted interest for 

the period: 

  

 
  

 

 

Date Qty Price/ML

Water Sales 

Gross 

Income

Brokerage
Water Sales 

Net Income

1/09/2023 60 $160 $9,600 -$338 $9,262

12/09/2023 440 $160 $70,400 -$2,162 $68,238

13/09/2023 250 $160 $40,000 -$1,596 $38,404

2/11/2023 100 $200 $20,000 -$900 $19,100

28/12/2023 200 $160 $32,000 -$1,260 $30,740

19/01/2024 100 $160 $16,000 -$530 $15,470

Total Water Sales (all funds) 1150 $188,000 -$6,786 $181,214
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The Budgeted Interest for FY23/24 is $700K. The consolidated actual investment 

income from 1 July 2023 to 29 February 2024 compared to the original budgeted 

investment interest is detailed below: 

 

   
  

Total investment income allocation by fund is detailed below:  

 

 
 

The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year: 

 

 

Council Portfolio Compliance 

 

Investment Maturing Profile 

The portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with deposits 

maturing out to 5 years.  The graph below shows when Council’s current investments 

mature and the related values: 

 

 

Actual versus budgeted interest and earnings Feb-24 Year To Date

Investments - Interest earned 121,815$                953,648$                

Deposits at call 58,608$                  503,984$                

Rebates and Other earnings 3,231$                    7,479$                    

Total Earnings 183,654$                1,465,111$             

Budgeted Interest 58,333$                  466,664$                

Variance – Positive 125,321$                $998,447

Interest Apportionment Feb-24 Year to Date

General Fund 80,121$                   688,305$           

Water Fund 69,241$                   538,531$           

Sewer Fund 34,292$                   238,275$           

Total Interest Earned 183,654$                 1,465,111$        

Performance Measures Year to Date Last Year (Feb)

Portfolio Average Interest

Rate (YTD inc. Cash)
4.50% 2.85%

Investment Balances Year to Date Last Year

Opening Balance as at 1 Feb $48,507,701 $46,417,204

Current Balance as at 29 Feb $47,063,457 $46,253,349
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Financial Asset Allocation 

 

Council’s financial assets are invested as per the table below: 

 

         
 

Counterparty  

As at the end of February 2024, Council did not have an overweight position to any 

single Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the 

investment grade spectrum (all are rated BBB or higher).  
 

All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 

 

 
 

Credit Quality  

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. The portfolio remains well diversified from a credit 

ratings perspective with the portfolio spread across the entire credit spectrum. All 

investments are compliant with Council’s Investment Policy. 
 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % Max. Limit (%) 

Yes AAA Category $1,502,084 3.10% 100.00% 

Yes AA Category $19,804,258 43.89% 100.00% 

Yes A Category $3,978,676 8.19% 80.00% 

Yes BBB Category $21,767,445 44.82% 70.00% 

Yes Unrated ADI's $0 0.00% 30.00% 

    $47,052,463 100.00%   

Investment Investment % of 

 Type Capital Interest Face Value Portfolio

Term Deposits Low Low 24,000,000     50.99%

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 12,163,457     25.84%

Floating Rate Notes Low Low 7,400,000       15.72%

Bonds Low Low 3,500,000       7.44%

TOTAL         47,063,457 100%

Risk Assessment
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*Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-to-market 

and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded its FRNs internally at the 

purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to differ as at the reporting date. (Arlo 

Advisory) 
 

Maximum Limit Percentage is based on the Revised Investment Policy for 2022. 

 

 

(b) Legislative/Statutory 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Council’s investment advisors are Arlo Advisory (for financial investment advice) and 

Marsden Jacobs (for water trading advice).  

 

Advisors were contacted by staff for financial investment advice during the month 

of February 2024. 

 

(b) Internal 
 

General Manager 

Director Operations  

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate management - financial, asset, 

property, records, information technology, buildings and plant/fleet - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.3 - Foster Council's financial sustainability through maximising 

investment returns, including cash and water sales”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Bank Reconciliation February 24 

2  Investments February 24 

3  Marsden Jacob February 2024 
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

ITEM 7.3  DRAFT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANS   

RECORD NUMBER 24/51 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/80 

AUTHOR/S Asset Management / GIS Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Director Operations (Acting)    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the draft Buildings and Storm Water Asset 

Management Plans (AMPs) to Council for endorsement and to be placed on public 

exhibition for 28 days.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the draft Asset Management Plans (Building & Facilities and 

Stormwater) for public exhibition for 28 days and, if no substantive feedback is 

received, the plans will be considered adopted after the exhibition period. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The NSW Local Government Act 1993 places a number of obligations on Councils in 

relation to management of their assets. Councils must account and plan for the 

acquisition, operation, maintenance, renewal and disposal of the existing assets 

under its control, and any new assets foreseeably required to deliver the services it 

has committed to in the Delivery Program and Operational Plan. In meeting these 

obligations, Councils are required to develop an Asset Management Policy, Stategic 

Asset Management Plans (SAMP) and Asset Management Plans (AMPs) as part of 

the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) framework. 

 

The IP&R framework changed the way Councils in NSW plan, document and report 

on their plans for the future. The Framework came into practice in 2009. In essence 

the IP&R Framework begins with the community’s, not Councils, aspirations for a 

period of at least 10 years.  It includes a suite of integrated plans that set out a vision 

and goals and strategic actions to achieve them. It involves a reporting structure to 

communicate progress to Council and the community, as well as a structured 

timeline for review to ensure the goals and actions are still relevant. 

 

In January 2023, Council’s Asset Management Policy came into effect, marking a 

significant milestone in Council’s Asset Management Strategy. The asset 

management framework outlined within the Asset Management Policy was 

formulated with three key tiers consisting of the Asset Management Policy, Strategic 
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Asset Management Plan and Asset Management Plans. The development of the 

asset management tiers were designed to align with the International Asset 

Management Standard ISO 55002 and Council’s IP&R framework.  

 

Following Council’s endorsement of the Policy, staff began to work on the 

development of the Asset Management Plans (AMP) with support from CT 

Management Group.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Asset Management Strategy forms part of the Resourcing Strategy and helps 

inform the Long-Term Financial Plan and Workforce Plan. Assets are required to 

provide a service to the community and require careful planning, management and 

resourcing (both financial and human) if they are to remain viable.  

 

The two (2) AMPs being tabled – Buildings & Facilities (Attachment 1), and 

Stormwater (Attachment 2), have been designed as the detailed documents 

guiding staff and Councillors in how Council should manage these community 

assets. Each is considered a specific asset category. The AMPs are intended to 

provide Council with financial guidance and asset planning strategies for each asset 

class and will help inform the Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP). 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 
 

1. Endorses the draft Asset Management Plans (Building & Facilities and 

Stormwater) for public exhibition for a period of 28 days and, if no substantive 

feedback is received, the plans will be considered adopted after the 28-day 

exhibition period.  This is the recommended option. 
 

2. Seeks amendments to the Asset Management Plans prior to endorsement and 

adoption. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The adoption of the Asset Management Plans will come at nil immediate cost to 

Council.  
 

Careful consideration should be given to these plans. Once adopted these AMPs will 

direct and guide staff and Councillors on how Council should manage its assets and 

will have financial implications in future years. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

These plans, once adopted, will guide Asset Management practices at Council and 

form part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework (IP&R). 
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993, s8(c). 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Not having detailed Asset Management Plans leaves gaps within Councils IP&R 

framework, which could prevent Council from properly managing its assets and 

could negatively impact the future financial sustainability of Council. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The draft plans have been developed in consultation between CT Management 

Group, the Asset Management department and each operational Asset Manager. 

The draft plans will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days. If no substantive 

feedback is received, the plans will be considered adopted after the exhibition 

period has closed. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Director Corporate / CFO 

Manager Environmental Sustainability 

Manager Roads and Drainage 

Buildings Officer 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic 

participation within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate 

management - financial, asset, property, records, information technology, buildings 

and plant/fleet - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.5 - Continue effective Asset 

Management Planning (AMP) and GIS Services”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  DRAFT Building & Facilities Asset Management Plan - Attached separately  

2  DRAFT Stormwater Asset Management Plan - Attached separately  
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ITEM 7.4  LEETON GOLF COURSE UPDATE - 1 JULY 2023 TO 31 DEC 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 24/17 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/487 

AUTHOR/S Manager Open Space and Recreation  

APPROVER/S Director Operations (Acting)    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a report on the operation of the 

Leeton Golf Course for the 2023/24 financial year. This report covers the first 6 months 

of the financial year from 1 July 2023 to 31 December 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes for information the update on the operation of the Leeton Golf 

Course, including the Income and Expenses Report, for the period 1 July 2023 to 31 

December 2023. 

 

REPORT 
 

(a) Background 
 

Council took over management of the Leeton Golf Course in 2012. In adopting the 

2022-2025 Delivery Program, Council endorsed to continue through their current 

term of office. 

  

Council has asked for a report on Golf Course operations on a 6-monthly basis. 
 

(b) Discussion 
 

The following table details the membership numbers for the Golf Club for the past 2 

financial years, for the period July to December: 
 

Membership Numbers 

Memberships Membership numbers 2023/24 

(1 July 2023–31 Dec 2023) 

Membership numbers 2022/23 

(1 July 2022–31 Dec 2022) 

Full Members 162 157 

Sporting Members  16 16 

Junior Members  19 16 

Pensioners 41 41 

18–29 Years Members  22 21 

Total Members 260 250 
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The total number of Golf Club Members for 2023/24 has increased by 10 across the 

various categories. This is a pleasing result and reverses a loss of 10 memberships for 

the same period last year. 

 

The table below details the number of rounds played from 1 July to 31 December for 

the past 2 years: 

 

Rounds Played 

Rounds Numbers in 2023/24 Numbers in 2022/23 

Competition Rounds Played 3,469 3,065 

Social Rounds Played 6,215 3,388 

Total Rounds 9,684 6,453 

 

There has been an increase of 3,231 rounds of golf played during the 1 July 2023 to 

1 December 2023 period compared to the previous year. Good golfing weather 

and minimal course disruptions have resulted in a positive outcome. 

 

1 July 2023 to 31 Dec 2023 Events Summary 

 

The following events were held during this period: 

• Twilight Golf  

• MS Charity Golf Day 

• Veterans Week of Golf 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Council budgeted for an operating deficit for the Leeton Golf Course of $82,694 for 

the 2023/24 Financial Year.  For the 6-month period ending 31 December 2023, the 

overall result was running at a net operating profit of $24,358, which is very pleasing.   

 

This can be attributed to solid membership numbers (with fees mostly paid-up front) 

and a general increase in the number of rounds of golf played.  It should, however, 

be noted that the final 6 months of operations will still see running costs continue to 

be expensed but without the same levels of income as July to December, except for 

green fees.  On this basis, the forecast deficit for year end is $55,366 which, if 

realised, is still much better than an original budgeted deficit of $82,694. 
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Golf Club Income and Expenses Report for the period 1 July 2023 to 31 Dec 2023 

 

 
 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Crown Land Management Act 2016 
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(d) Risk 

 

There is a risk going over the budget expenditure due to circumstances beyond 

Council’s control including rising costs of materials and supplies requiring additional 

spend or resources. A monthly review of expenditure against budget is undertaken 

to manage this risk.  

 

Another option risk is lower-than-expected income via green fees due to inclement 

weather or conditions preventing play. Promotion of the Golf Course and associated 

events assists with mitigating this risk by increasing the facility’s profile in the wider 

community.   

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Golf Course Professional – Jason Mimmo 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Finance Contractor 

Golf Course Superintendent 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Two: AN ACTIVE AND ENRICHED COMMUNITY 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 6 - A community that 

participates in sports and active leisure – 6 a - Offer access to a range of quality 

sporting facilities – Promote usage and sustainability of the Leeton golf course. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report  
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ITEM 7.5  DUST CONCERNS LEETON GOLF COURSE   

RECORD NUMBER 24/33 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/70 

AUTHOR/S Manager Open Space and Recreation  

APPROVER/S Director Operations (Acting)    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of concerns that have been received 

from residents in Maiden Avenue about dust from the Leeton Golf Course 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Establishes natural vegetation growth without irrigation on the carry zone of 

the 9th fairway to alleviate dust caused by golf carts. 

 

2. Establishes another cart path leading to the right side of the fairway to 

further reduce dust caused by golf carts. 

 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

In November 2023 Council received a letter and submissions from residents in 

Maiden Avenue raising their concerns about the dust coming from the 9th fairway 

(Attachment 1).  

 

The Acting Director Operations responded in writing to the residents outlining some 

works to mitigate the dust concerns (Attachment 2). 

 

On Wednesday 14 February 2024 a resident from Maiden Avenue presented their 

concerns surrounding the dust coming from the Golf Course at the Council 

Workshop.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

In December 2012, Council assumed responsibility for the management and 

operation of the Leeton Golf Course. 

 

Prior to taking over the operation of the golf course the existing carry areas were not 

watered, and Council has followed this procedure and has not watered the carry 

areas on the golf course since December 2012.  
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The carry areas have been left to either grow naturally occurring vegetation and be 

mown, or they have been sprayed regularly to suppress vegetation and reduce the 

need for mowing (Attachment 3).  

 

In more recent times the 9th fairway carry area has been regularly sprayed to 

prevent vegetation growth and the need for mowing, which was an original 

concern due to the amount of dust produced.  

 

The strategy of suppressing vegetation growth to minimise dust affecting the houses 

in Maiden Avenue has potentially created another issue where golf carts are 

creating dust when driving across the carry areas.  

 

To minimise these concerns a gravel path was installed together with signage to 

encourage cart drivers to utilise the pathway to reduce the dust.  

 

Council consulted the Golf Professional, Course Captain and Council ground staff 

and they have indicated that the gravel path has made a significant difference, 

and most carts are utilising the path.  

 

Where misplaced shots are heading to the other side of the fairway, dust is still 

potentially an issue. Therefore, Council is proposing to install another similar cart path 

across the carry area to the other side of the fairway to further alleviate the dust 

problem (Attachment 4). 

 

In 2019, the Golf Club Benevolent Trust installed a new irrigation system. Currently 

there are 2 sprinklers that partially cover the carry area that are currently not utilised.  

An alternative to the previous recommendation would be to start utilising these 2 

sprinklers which would result in approximately the use of 20,000L in additional water 

per year and the extended fairway would increase by approximately 1000m2 which 

would require mowing in line with the rest of the fairways at an annual average of 

once per week. 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Allows the naturally occurring vegetation to grow on the 9th hole carry area 

and installs a second cart path to the right side of the carry area to further 

alleviate the current dust issues. This is the recommended option.  

 

2. Grows irrigated turf on the carry area of the 9th hole to reduce the current 

dust issues. 

 

3. Undertakes no further control measures to those currently in place.  
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IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Option 1  

 

The cost would be approximately $500 and the golf course volunteers would be 

asked to install the additional cart path as they had installed the previous cart path. 

If there are any ongoing additional maintenance costs they would be negligible. 

 

Option 2 

 

The initial establishment cost is approximately $2,500K which involves the cultivation, 

topdressing and seeding.   

 

In addition, an estimated figure of $4K per annum is to be proportionally applied to 

cover the ongoing maintenance for this option including increases to mowing and 

watering  

 

Note: Both options could be accommodated within the existing adopted budget, 

however Option 2 would negatively affect the annual net result. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Parks, Playgrounds & Recreational Facilities Maintenance Management Policy 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 

 

(d) Risk 

 

If Council does not undertake additional measures to control the dust, there could 

be a reputational risk to Council as dust concerns could be continued to be raised 

by the residents in Maiden Avenue. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Golf Course Professional 

Golf Course Captain 

Golf Course Volunteer Coordinator  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Coordinator Open Space and Recreation 

Golf Course Superintendent 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 2 - A safe, active and healthy 

community within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – DELIVERY 

PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 3  - Parks, Streetscapes and Sporting Facilities - 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 3.2 - Provide quality parks, ovals, sporting fields and 

public toilets - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 3.2.4 - Maintain and operate the Leeton 

Golf Course”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Residents  Correspondence - Maiden Avenue - Dust from Leeton Golf Course - 

Redacted 

2  Council Response - Maiden Avenue - Dust Concerns - Leeton Golf Course - 

Redacted 

3  Images 9th Hole - Leeton Golf Course 

4  Map - Leeton Golf Course 
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ITEM 7.6  ROAD NAMING PROPOSAL SORELLI ESTATE STAGE 2   

RECORD NUMBER 24/56 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/70 

AUTHOR/S Manager Roads and Drainage  

APPROVER/S Director Operations (Acting)    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Developer, Davis Sanders Homes, has proposed two (2) new names for the 

extension of Stage 2 of the Subdivision. This report is for Council to consider these 

proposed road names. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council endorses the following names as proposed by the Developer of Stage 

2 of Sorelli Estate for submission to the Geographical Names Board (NSW): 

a. Road 1 – Sorelli Place (an existing road) 

b. Road 2 – Brodie Court 

c. Road 3 – Thomas Court 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Under the Roads Act 1993, Council and the Roads and Maritime Service (RMS) are 

the road naming authorities. The Geographical Names Board (GNB), under the 

authority of the Surveyor-General, is a relevant party and must be notified of any 

new road names. 

 

Sorelli Estate Stage 2 is a residential subdivision development that has been sold to 

Davis Sanders Homes after the completion of Stage 1 of the estate. The 

development 54-2016 - Stage 2 includes the subdivision of thirty-two (32) new 

residential lots, and a stormwater basin parcel. It includes an extension to the existing 

Sorelli Place roadway, with two (2) new roads coming off to the Northeast that 

require naming (Attachment 1). 

 

As part of the development consent the developers have the condition applied to 

the subdivision that they are to supply road name proposals for the newly created 

roads that comply to the Geographical Names Board NSW Address Policy and User 

Manual. 

 

These road names proposed can signify anything important to the developers, be it 

significant people, places, flora, fauna, provided it passes the GNB Address Policy 

and User Manual and is non offensive. 
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(b) Discussion 

 

Davis Sanders Homes as part of their requirements of development have proposed 

to Council two (2) new road names for their newly created roads within Sorelli Estate.   

 

The proposed road names of Brodie Court and Thomas Court are the second issue 

of proposed road names to Council, as the first names were rejected by the GNB. 

 

The two (2) new roads names are the given names of a person who recently passed 

and is a close family member of the Davis Sanders Homes Company. The names 

were selected to commemorate this person. 

 

The current road name proposals have been entered into the GNB Road Naming 

Portal and have been accepted as having nil validity issues. This means the 

proposed names meet the criteria as outlined by the GNB. 

 

This portal notifies all relevant parties as per Clause 7 – Roads Regulation 2018 of the 

road naming proposal and gives opportunity for the relevant parties to provide 

feedback on the proposed Road Names. 

 

If there is no formal objection from the relevant parties defined under section 7 (6) of 

Roads Regulation 2018, and if endorsed by Council, the proposed road names 

move to be drawn into formal gazette and are then published in the Government 

Gazette NSW. 

 

(c) Options 

 

1. Council endorses the following names as proposed by the Developers of 

Stage 2 of Sorelli Estate for the submission to the Geographical Names Board 

(NSW): 

a. Road 1 – Sorelli Place (an existing road), 

b. Road 2 – Brodie Court, 

c. Road 3 – Thomas Court. 

This is the recommended option 

 

2. Council proposes new road names.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The application of the roads naming proposals through the GNB portal are free, it is 

only staff time that is utilised for the discussions and application process time.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

In recent times, staff have handled road naming directly but the General Manager 

has now asked proposed road names to go to Council for consideration.  

 

Road Naming Policy and Approved List of Road Names will be developed within the 

next 12 months.  
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(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Geographical Names Act 1966 

 

Roads Regulation 2018 – 7 – Procedure for Naming Roads 

 

7   Procedure for naming roads 

1) A roads authority that proposes to name or rename a road must— 

a) publish notice of the proposal in a local newspaper or on the roads 

authority’s website, and 

b) notify all relevant parties of the proposal. 

2) The notice must state that written submissions on the proposed name may 

be made to the roads authority and must specify how, and the date by 

which, submissions are to be made. 

3) Any person may make written submissions to the roads authority on its 

proposal to name or rename a road. 

4) A roads authority (other than the Minister) may not proceed with a proposal 

to name or rename a road against an objection made by a relevant party 

except with the approval of the Minister. 

5) If, after considering any submissions duly made to it, the roads authority 

decides to proceed with the proposed name, the roads authority— 

a) must publish notice of the new name in the Gazette and in a local 

newspaper or on the roads authority’s website, giving (in the case of a 

road that is being named for the first time) a brief description of the 

location of the road, and 

b) must notify the relevant parties of the new name, giving sufficient 

particulars to enable the road to be identified. 

6) In this clause, relevant party means the following - 

a) Australia Post, 

b) the Registrar-General, 

c) the Surveyor-General, 

d) the chief executive of the Ambulance Service of NSW, 

e) Fire and Rescue NSW, 

f) the NSW Rural Fire Service, 

g) the NSW Police Force, 

h) the NSW State Emergency Service, 

i) the NSW Volunteer Rescue Association, 

j) in relation to a classified road—TfNSW. 

 

Roads Act 1993 – Sect 162 – Naming of Public Roads 

 

162   Naming of public roads 

1) A roads authority may name and number all public roads for which it is the 

roads authority. 

2) TfNSW may name and number all classified roads. 

3) Neither a roads authority nor TfNSW may name a public road, or alter the 

name of a public road, unless it has given the Geographical Names Board 

at least one month’s notice of the proposed name. 

 

Geographical Names Board NSW - Address Policy and User Manual  
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(d) Risk 

 

As the developers of the land, injecting money and taking on the overall risk for the 

development, it is a small benefit and reward to them to be able to propose road 

names of their choosing.  

 

Reputational risk to Council if it was decided to reject the proposed names by the 

developers and replace with other names that it considered more appropriate. This 

could be seen as a deterrent to other developers looking to invest in Leeton. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Project Developer – Davis Sanders Homes 

Geographical Names Board (NSW) 

 

When Council notified the proposed names some members of the community took it 

be an invitation for submission. While road naming does not typically invite public 

input the formal feedback received is attached (Attachment 2) for Council’s 

information.  

 

In future, staff will ensure that public notifications are not confused with documents 

going on public exhibition.  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Manger Building, Planning and Health 

Manager Governance, Corporate and Customer Service  

Development Engineer 

GIS Officer 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 3 - A thriving regional economy within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 5  - Planning, Building and Public Health - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 5.2 - Provide helpful, friendly and timely planning and building assessment 

services for development applications, including development approvals (DAs); 

construction certificates (CCs), occupation certificates (OCs), planning certificates 

(PCs)and complying development certificates (CDCs) - OPERATIONAL PLAN 

ACTIVITY 5.2.3 - Provide timely, accurate and professional Subdivision Work 

Certificates for subdivisions”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Map - Sorrelli Subdivision 

2  Community Feedback - Road Naming - Redacted 
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

ITEM 7.7  WELCOMING CITIES REPORT   

RECORD NUMBER 24/53 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/70 

AUTHOR/S Multicultural Advisor  

APPROVER/S Manager Community Development & 

Cultural Services    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

Leeton Shire Council became a member of Welcoming Cities Australia in November 

2020.  In making the application, Council signalled its intent to achieve “Advanced 

Membership” status.  This has required the development and implementation of 

actions that evidence that Leeton is indeed a Welcoming place where everyone 

can belong and participate in social, cultural, economic, and civic life.  Council is 

asked to endorse the Leeton Shire Welcoming Cities Action Plan (working towards 

advanced membership accreditation) – (Attachment 1) – for submission to 

Welcoming Cities Australia.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Endorses the Leeton Shire Welcoming Cities Action Plan (working towards 

advanced membership accreditation).  

 

2. Submits the Leeton Shire Welcoming Cities Action Plan for accreditation to 

Welcoming Cities Australia immediately following endorsement. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Welcoming Cities is a founding member of Welcoming International – a network of 

more than 200 cities and municipalities across Australia, New Zealand, North 

America, Germany and the United Kingdom.  

 

In Australia, 85 Councils are members, representing 47% of Australia’s population. 

Refer to (Attachment 2). Welcoming Cities Australia is committed to a nation where 

everyone can belong and participate in social, cultural, economic, and civic life. 

The initiative supports local councils and community stakeholders via knowledge 

sharing; partnership development; and celebrating success.  It also sets out a 

framework for standards and accreditation.  
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Leeton Shire became a member of Welcoming Cities Australia in November 2020. 

The Welcoming Cities Standard (The Standard) sets the national standard for cultural 

diversity and inclusion policies and practices in Local Government.  Refer to 

(Attachment 3).  Key to this standard or framework is the opportunity for Local 

Councils to: 

• benchmark their cultural diversity and inclusion policies and practices 

across the organisation; 

• identify where and how further efforts could be directed; and 

• assess progress over time. 

 

Member Councils can be accredited as Committed, Established, Advanced, 

Excelling and Mentoring Welcoming Cities.  Currently Leeton Shire Council is a 

“Committed Member” but has, ever since joining, signalled its intention, with the 

support of the accreditation committee, to strive for “Advanced Membership” 

accreditation. Refer to (Attachment 4). 

 

 
Councils can access and progress through The Standard according to their 

capacity and resources.  The extent to which local councils measure their activity 

against The Standard will be based on their understanding of their community’s 

needs. The Standard validates each Council’s existing efforts and recognises the 

connections to fostering cultural diversity and inclusion. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Leeton Shire Council began undertaking its 3-year accreditation journey towards 

becoming an ‘advanced’ welcoming town in 2022, after the interruptions of Covid.   

 

To achieve “Advanced Membership” status, Council has provided evidence against 

6 indicators which will eventually set the Shire up for “excelling” accreditation, 

namely;  

• Community Leadership 

• Social & Cultural Inclusion 

• Economic Development 

• Learning & Skills Development 

• Civic Participation 

• Places & Spaces.  
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Council’s Actions towards “advanced” membership accreditation are outlined in 

Attachment 1 - Leeton Shire Welcoming Cities Action Plan (working towards 

advanced membership accreditation) 

 

It will be noted that Leeton Shire Council has benchmarked itself against the 

‘excelling’ criteria, however, some of the actions identified are still a work in 

progress.  For this reason it is recommended to stay with the initial plan to seek 

‘advanced’ accreditation as the next step.  

 

It is strategically important that Leeton Shire Council obtains its ‘advanced’ 

welcoming status to effectively leverage increased opportunities for programme 

funding and peer-to-peer learning.  “Advanced” status will also afford Leeton Shire 

greater credibility in NSW, across Australia and, indeed, internationally.   

 

Once “Advanced Member” accreditation is achieved, Welcoming Cities Australia 

has indicated they will visit Leeton Shire to celebrate this milestone.   

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Approves Leeton Shire Council obtaining “Advanced” accreditation with 

Welcoming Cities. This is the recommended option.  

 

2. Rejects Leeton Shire Council obtaining “Advanced” accreditation with 

Welcoming Cities. 

 

3. Decides on any other resolution as determined by Council.  

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

An annual fee of $1K is payable to maintain Premium membership. 

 

An application fee of $5K for the 3-year accreditation is payable with Welcoming 

Cities to achieve Advanced Level Accreditation.  

 

If endorsed these amounts will be included in the draft 24/25 Operational Budget. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council is a Refugee Friendly Council.  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

This accreditation is aligned with Multicultural NSW Act 2000 No 77. 
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(d) Risk 

 

Not becoming accredited will mean Council loses the opportunity to consolidate its 

reputation as a welcoming and inclusive Shire. This accreditation will give significant 

weight to any grant call, financing, collaborative opportunity or submission made by 

Leeton Shire Council.   

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Local Government Welcoming Cities peer network, the Local Government 

Multicultural Network, and Multicultural Interagency Network. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Director Economic and Community Development 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 1 - A connected, inclusive and 

enriched community within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 1  - Community Services and Community 

Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 1.8 - Support and promote 

multiculturalism and socal cohesion, including out local Aboriginal community and 

new migrants - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 1.8.2 - Maintain and build Leeton's 

reputation as a "migrant and refugee-friendly" Shire through participation in the NSW 

Growing Regions of Welcome (GROW) in the Riverina and Murray”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Leeton Shire Welcoming Cities Action Plan (working towards advanced 

membership accreditation) 

2  List of Member Councils 

3  Welcoming Cities Standard 

4  Welcoming Cities Accreditation-Overview 
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

ITEM 1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 24/55 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/508 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Councillor activity reports submitted for the period between 

28 February to 27 March 2024. 

 
 

Cr Tony Reneker 

 

29 February 2024 Fivebough Tuckerbil Advisory Committee Meeting 

4 March 2024 Meeting with Member for Farrer Sussan Ley & Yanco Town 

Improvement Committee Meeting 

15 March 2024 Meeting with Helen Dalton MP and Landcom 

18 March 2024 RAMJO Water Sub-Committee Meeting & Whitton Town 

Improvement Committee Meeting 

20 March 2024 Citizenship Ceremony 

22 March 2024 NSW Country Mayors Association Meeting & Meeting with 

Minister Rose Jackson and RAMJO Water Sub-Committee 

25 March 2024 Leeton Shire Council & Narrandera Shire Council Airport 

Management Committee Meeting 

26 March 2024 Collaborative Care discussions with Ministry of Health 
 

 

Cr Tracey Morris 

 

2 March 2024 ‘A Common Thread’ Opening at LMAG & Leeton Sports 

Precent Parkrun 

4 March 2024 Roxy Redevelopment Committee Meeting 

6 March 2024 Yanco Community Councillor Catch Up 

9 March 2024 Leeton Sports Precent Parkrun 

25 March 2024 Roxy Redevelopment Committee Meeting 

 

Cr Paul Smith 

 

4 March 2024 Yanco Town Improvement Committee Meeting 

6 March 2024 Yanco Community Councillor Catch Up 

18 March 2024 Whitton Town Improvement Committee Meeting 

25 March 2024 Leeton Shire Council & Narrandera Shire Council Airport 

Management Committee Meeting 

 


