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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

EXTRAORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

01 July 2024 

7:00 AM 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

  

4. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

5. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

CORPORATE MATTERS 

6.1 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN FOR 

THE PERIOD 2024 - 2034 ...................................................................4   

 

6. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

8. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
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VIDEO RECORDING 

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 

 

 

PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formally address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes. Please feel free to attend, be available at the Council 

Chamber by 7:00am on Monday 1 July 2024. 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

 

Councillors’ obligations under the Oath or Affirmation of Office are as follows: 

 

I swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best 

interests of the people of Leeton and the Leeton Shire Council and that I will 

faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and 

discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other 

Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE 

 

I solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the duties of 

the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Leeton Shire and 

the Leeton Shire Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the 

functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and 

judgment. 
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

  

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 1.1  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 

2024 - 2034   

RECORD NUMBER 24/146 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF24/88 

AUTHOR/S Director Corporate / CFO  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is for Council to review and adopt, as presented, the 

attached Long Term Financial Plan (2024 – 2034) and to endorse its publication for 

the information of residents. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council adopts for publishing the Leeton Shire Council Long Term Financial Plan 

for the period 2024 to 2034, endorsing the Base Case, and noting that the alternative 

scenarios are presented for information only and are not intended as formal 

proposals for public consultation.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

As required by the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act), Council operates under 

the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IP&R) guidelines which aim to streamline 

Council operations and optimise the use of resources. 

 

Sections 402 to 406 of the Act require all Councils within NSW to review and prepare 

Council’s Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP). 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

In ensuring Council maintains the capacity to sustainably deliver infrastructure and 

services over the medium to long term, Council’s Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) has 

been reviewed and updated. The ten-year plan presents a forecast and several 

scenarios to assist in planning and analysis by Council. The LTFP considers a range of 

inputs that impact on Council’s projected finances and key performance indicators.  

 

The LTFP signals strongly that Council needs to urgently address the financial 

sustainability of its three funds, and the General Fund in particular.  

 

 



LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

Extraordinary Council Meeting - Monday 1 July 2024 

 

 

5 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Adopts the Long Term Financial Plan (2024 – 2034) for publishing, endorsing 

the Base Case, and noting the alternative scenarios presented are for 

information only, not public consultation. This is the recommend option.  

 

2. Adopts the Long Term Financial Plan (2024 – 2034) with amendments.  

 

(a) Financial 
 

The 2024/25 Budget is in operating deficit for the General Fund including Domestic 

Waste Management (DWM). While Council does have the cash reserves to remain 

operational for the next 12 months (“a going concern”) the cash reserves are 

depleting. This trend is forecast to continue in the Base Case of the LTFP.  

 

This LTFP is not being presented for the purpose of increasing rates income or water 

and sewer charges. It is for information only.    

 

(b) Policy    
 

Liveable Leeton 2035 – Community Strategic Plan 

Operational Plan 2024/25 

Annual Budget Statement for the 2024/25 Operational Plan 

Asset Management Plan 2022-2032 

Resourcing Strategy 2022-2032 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Sections 402 to 406 of the Act require all Councils within NSW to prepare Council’s 

Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP). 

 

(d) Risk 

 
As per section 403 of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council must have a 

Resourcing Strategy which includes the following 3 components: 

 

1. Long Term Financial Plan 

2. Workforce Management Plan 

3. Asset Management Plan 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

This LTFP has not been prepared for the purpose of consulting the community on any 

rates or charges increases.  It is for information only.  

 

Ordinarily Council would issue an LTFP for community consultation along with the 

Annual Operations Plan and Budget.  Finance staff resourcing did not permit this in 
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2024, along with the decision to implement the LG Solutions model for LTFP 

development.  However, on the basis that key input information has already been 

consulted – being the 2024/25 adopted budget (year 1 of the LTFP) as well as the 

suite of Asset Management Plans adopted during 2023/24 - it is considered 

reasonable that this LTFP is adopted without further community consultation. It will be 

published for the community to read on Council’s website.   

 

The next iteration LTFP will be developed with the new Council in early 2025 with a 

view to being publicly exhibited for feedback in April/May 2025 as part of the IPR 

process.   

 

(b) Internal 

 

All identified Operational Plan Responsible Officers 

Senior Management Team 

Finance Consultants 

Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) will be consulted at their next 

meeting on the Thursday 18 July 2024. 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic 

participation within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate 

management - financial, asset, property, records, information technology, buildings 

and plant/fleet – OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.1 - Implement the Long-Term 

Financial Plan to support Council’s ongoing financial sustainability. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 2024 - 2034 
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