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LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

22 November 2023 

7:00PM 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CIVIC PRAYER  

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 

3. APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE BY 

COUNCILLORS  

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES AND ANY MATTERS ARISING 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 

25 October 2023, as circulated, be taken as read and CONFIRMED.  

5. DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

6. MAYORAL MINUTES   

 

7. REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

7.1 COUNCIL MEETING, COUNCIL WORKSHOPS AND 

COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR CATCH UP'S - DATES FEBRUARY 

2024 TO FEBRUARY 2025 ................................................................... 5 

7.2 LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2023 ............................ 10 

7.3 ROXY COMMUNITY THEATRE - BUILD AND BUDGET UPDATE ......... 13  

CORPORATE MATTERS 

7.4 2023/24 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDING 30 

SEPTEMBER 2023 (SEPARATE DOCUMENT)  

7.5 INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2023 ................................... 27  

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

7.6 SUBMISSION ON PROTECTION OF LOCAL WATER UTILITIES 

AGAINST PRIVATISATION ............................................................... 42  

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

7.7 CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ANIMAL POUND FACILITY ..................... 48 
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7.8 ROUND ONE OF THE 2023/24 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING 

GRANTS PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS ............................................... 77 

7.9 MINUTES OF THE LEETON SHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL AND TERMS 

OF REFERENCE ................................................................................ 84 

7.10 MINUTES OF THE SUNRICE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE - JULY TO 

OCT 2023 ........................................................................................ 94 

7.11 MINUTES OF THE LIGHT UP LEETON COMMITTEE - AUGUST TO 

OCTOBER 2023 .............................................................................. 116 

7.12 POST EVENT REPORT - 2023 LEETON CHILL & GRILL EVENT .......... 131   

 

8. NOTICES OF MOTIONS   

 

9. COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

9.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT ................................................... 149  

 

10. CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 

10.1 CONSTRUCTION OF LANDFILL TRENCH TENDER 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business. 

10.2 LEETON SEWER TREATMENT PLANT TENDER 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business. 

10.3 VANCE ESTATE STAGE 3 TENDER 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Closed Council with the 

press and public excluded to allow consideration of this item, as provided for 

under Section 10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 

that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, confer a 

commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 

(or proposes to conduct) business.   

 

10. CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
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VIDEO RECORDING 

 

Council meetings are now video recorded. Members of the public are 

advised that their voice and/or image may form part of that recording. 

 

 

PUBLIC REPRESENTATION 

 

If any member of the public wishes to formally address the Council in relation 

to a matter in this agenda they are to register to speak for a maximum of 

three (3) minutes by Tuesday 12 noon preceding the meeting.  

 

Contact Governance Team 6953 0911 or email council@leeton.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

 

 

Councillors’ obligations under the Oath or Affirmation of Office are as follows: 

 

I swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of Councillor in the best 

interests of the people of Leeton and the Leeton Shire Council and that I will 

faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and 

discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other 

Act to the best of my ability and judgment. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE 

 

I solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the duties of 

the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Leeton Shire and 

the Leeton Shire Council and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the 

functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and 

judgment. 

 

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
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ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
A GUIDING CHECKLIST FOR COUNCILLORS, 

OFFICERS AND COMMUNITY COMMITTEES 

 

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING 

• Is the decision or conduct legal? 

• Is it consistent with Government policy, Council’s objectives and Code of Conduct? 

• What will the outcome be for you, your colleagues, the Council, anyone else? 

• Does it raise a conflict of interest? 

• Could your possible conflict of interest lead to private gain or loss at public expense? 

• Can the decision be justified in terms of public interest? 

• Would it withstand public scrutiny? 

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• A conflict of interest is a clash between private interest and public duty.  There are 

two types of conflict:  Pecuniary – regulated by the Local Government Act and 

Division of Local Government and, Non-pecuniary – regulated by Codes of Conduct 

and policy.  ICAC, Ombudsman, Division of Local Government (advice only). 

 

THE TEST FOR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

• Is it likely I could be influenced by personal interest in carrying out my public duty? 

• Would a fair and reasonable person believe I could be so influenced? 

• Conflict of interest is closely tied to the layperson’s definition of “corruption” – using 

public office for private gain. 

• Important to consider public perceptions of whether you have a conflict of interest 

 

IDENTIFYING PROBLEMS 

1st Do I have private interest affected by a matter I am officially involved in? 

2nd Is my official role one of influence or perceived influence over the matter? 

3rd Do my private interest conflict with my official role? 

 

Whilst seeking advice is generally useful, the ultimate decision rests with the person 

concerned. 

 

AGENCY ADVICE 

Officers of the following agencies are available during office hours to discuss the obligations 

placed on Councillors, Officers and Community Committee members by various pieces of 

legislation, regulation and Codes. 

 

Contact Phone Email Website 

Leeton Shire Council 6953 0911 council@leeton.nsw.gov.au www.leeton.nsw.gov.au 

 

ICAC 8281 5999 icac@icac.nsw.gov.au www.icac.nsw.gov.au 

 Toll Free  

 1800 463 909 

  

Office of 

Local Government 4428 4100 olg@olg.nsw.gov.au www.olg.nsw.gov.au 

 

NSW Ombudsman 9286 1000 

 Toll Free  

 1800 451 524 nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au www.ombo.nsw.gov.au  

  

mailto:council@leeton.nsw.gov.au
http://www.leeton.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:icac@icac.nsw.gove.au
http://www.icac.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
http://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:nswombo@ombo.nsw.gov.au
http://www.ombo.nsw.gov.au/
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GENERAL MANAGER’S MATTERS 

ITEM 7.1  COUNCIL MEETING, COUNCIL WORKSHOPS AND COMMUNITY 

COUNCILLOR CATCH UP'S - DATES FEBRUARY 2024 TO FEBRUARY 2025   

RECORD NUMBER 22/466 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Governance & Customer Service 

Coordinator  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present to Council a proposed timetable for the 

Council Meetings, Council Workshops and Community Councillor Catch Up’s for the 

period between February 2024 to February 2025.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council adopts the following: 

 

1. Ordinary Council meetings to be held on the following dates of every month, 

excluding January 2024 to allow for school holidays and September 2024 to 

comply with the election caretaker period, with the dates being: 

• Wednesday 21 February 2024 

• Wednesday 27 March 2024 

• Wednesday 24 April 2024 

• Wednesday 29 May 2024 

• Wednesday 26 June 2024 

• Wednesday 24 July 2024 

• Wednesday 21 August 2024 

• Wednesday 23 October 2024 

• Wednesday 27 November 2024 

• Wednesday 18 December 2024 

• Wednesday 26 February 2025 

 

2. Ordinary Council Meetings will commence at 7pm in the Council Chambers, 

Leeton. 

 

3. Council Workshops to be held on the following dates of every month, excluding 

January 2024 to allow for school holidays and September 2024 to comply with 

the election caretaker period, with the dates being: 

• Wednesday 14 February 2024 

• Wednesday 13 March 2024 
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• Wednesday 10 April 2024 

• Wednesday 15 May 2024 

• Wednesday 12 June 2024 

• Wednesday 10 July 2024 

• Wednesday 7 August 2024 

• Wednesday 9 October 2024 

• Wednesday 13 November 2024 

• Wednesday 4 December 2024 

• Wednesday 12 February 2025 

 

4. Council Workshops will commence at 6pm in the Council Chambers, Leeton. 

 

5. Community Councillor Catch Up’s will be held periodically on the following 

dates in 2024, excluding January 2024 to allow for school holidays and 

September 2024 to comply with the election caretaker period, with the dates 

being: 

• Wednesday 6 March 2024 at the Yanco Community Memorial Hall, Yanco.  

• Wednesday 1 May 2024 at the Whitton Community Hall, Whitton. 

• Wednesday 31 July 2024 at the Council Chambers, Leeton. 

• Wednesday 6 November 2024 at the Murrami Community Hall, Murrami.  

 

6. Community Councillor Catch Up’s will commence at 6:30pm at each 

nominated   location. 

 

7. In the case of an urgent administrative matter or emergency and after 

consultation with the Mayor and the General Manager, the date, time and 

location of a Council meeting may be altered, providing as much notice to the 

Councillors and the public as practicable. 

 

REPORT 
 

(a) Background 
 

Section 365 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to meet at least ten 

times per year, each time in a different month unless the Minister for Local 

Government has approved a reduction in the number of times that a Council is 

required to meet each year under section 365(a). 

 

Currently, Council holds its Ordinary Council meetings at 7pm on the fourth 

Wednesday of each month, with some variations to avoid school holidays and state 

or national conferences, where relevant. 

 

The first Ordinary Council meeting in 2024 is scheduled for Wednesday 21 February 

2024, and further meeting dates for the year now need to be confirmed.  

 

In 2024 the Local Government Ordinary Election will be held on Saturday 14 

September 2024 and pursuant to section 393B under Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2021 the caretaker period for the Local Government elections will 

commence at 6pm on Friday 23 August 2024 for a period of 4 weeks preceding the 
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date of an ordinary election. Therefore, no Ordinary Council Meetings, Council 

Workshops or Community Councillor Catch Up’s will be held in September 2024.  

 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

NSW School terms for 2024 are as follows: 

• Term 1 – 30 January 2024 to 12 April 2024 

• Term 2  – 29 April 2024 to 5 July 2024 

• Term 3  – 22 July 2024 to 27 September 2024 

• Term 4  – 14 October 2024 to 20 December 2024 
 

It is proposed that the timetable for Ordinary Council meetings continue to adhere 

to the traditional 7pm on the fourth Wednesday of every month except for the 

months of December, January and September 2024. The summer school holidays run 

from 20 December 2024 to 30 January 2025. 
 

The proposed dates for Ordinary Council Meetings from February 2024 to February 

2025 are as follows: 

• Wednesday 21 February 2024 

• Wednesday 27 March 2024 

• Wednesday 24 April 2024 

• Wednesday 29 May 2024 

• Wednesday 26 June 2024 

• Wednesday 24 July 2024 

• Wednesday 21 August 2024 

• Wednesday 23 October 2024 

• Wednesday 27 November 2024 

• Wednesday 18 December 2024 

• Wednesday 26 February 2025 

 

It is proposed that the timetable for Council Workshops continue to adhere to the 

traditional 6pm on the second Wednesday of every month except for the months of 

December, January, and September 2024. The summer school holidays run from 20 

December 2024 to 30 January 2025. 
 

The proposed dates for Council Workshops from February 2024 to February 2024 are 

as follows: 

• Wednesday 14 February 2024 

• Wednesday 13 March 2024 

• Wednesday 10 April 2024 

• Wednesday 15 May 2024 

• Wednesday 12 June 2024 

• Wednesday 10 July 2024 

• Wednesday 7 August 2024 

• Wednesday 9 October 2024 

• Wednesday 13 November 2024 
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• Wednesday 4 December 2024 

• Wednesday 12 February 2024. 
 

Community engagement is an essential part of local government planning, policy 

development and service delivery. It demonstrates Council’s long-standing 

Commitment to open government and its guiding principles of integrity, 

accountability, transparency, and community participation. Therefore, to optimism 

attendance at these community engagement events it is proposed that a schedule 

for the Community Councillor Catch Up’s is set. The proposed dates and locations 

for Community Councillor Catch Up’s in 2024 are as follows:  

• Wednesday 6 March 2024 at the Yanco Community Memorial Hall, Yanco.  

• Wednesday 31 July 2024 at the Council Chambers, Leeton. 

• Wednesday 6 November 2024 at the Murrami Community Hall, Murrami.  

 

Community Councillor Catch Up’s will commence at 6:30pm at each nominated   

location. 
 

Note: The dates for the following annual conferences attended by the Mayor are 

yet to be determined: 

 

• Country Mayors Association (March 2024), 

• The National General Assembly of Local Government (June 2024), 

• Murray Darling Association (July 2024), 

• Local Government NSW (November 2024). 
 
 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Adopts the proposed Ordinary Council Meeting, Council Workshops and 

Community Councillor Catch Up’s dates for 2024 as per the 

recommendation. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Decides on alternative dates to those recommended if so desired. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 365 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to meet at least ten 

times per year, each time in a difference month. 
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Section 393B under Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 the caretaker 

period for the Local Government elections will commence for a period of 4 weeks 

preceding the date of an ordinary election. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

By locking in a calendar of dates in advance, Councillors attendance at Ordinary 

Council Meetings, Council Workshops and Community Councillor Catch Up’s can be 

optimised.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting and Community Councillor Catch Up dates will be 

advertised in the Irrigator, Council’s website and on social media. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Executive Assistant to the General Manager and Mayor 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.6 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate and project governance 

including audit, risk and improvements”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report  
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ITEM 7.2  LEETON SHIRE COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/255 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/104/02 

AUTHOR/S IP&R Coordinator  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to present the Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2023 

to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council adopts the Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2022/23, noting: 

 

1. The activities and progress made during the 2022/23 financial year, towards 

achieving Council’s Delivery Program commitments. 

 

2. The financial statements are not yet finalised and are yet to be audited. 

 

3. Authorises the General Manager to make minor corrections if required. 

 

4. The Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2023 as required by legislation will be 

uploaded to Leeton Shire Council’s website prior to 30 November 2023 and a 

link to the document will be provided to the Minister by way of an email to 

the Office of Local Government. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Under Section 428 of the Local Government Act 1993, each year Council is required 

to prepare and publish an Annual Report within 5 months after the end of each 

financial year. The Annual Report must report on: 

• Council’s achievements in implementing its Delivery Program  

• the effectiveness of the principal activities undertaken in achieving the 

objectives at which those principal activities are directed. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Council’s Annual Report is one of the key points of accountability between the 

council and its community. The requirement to report to the community is a key 

element in the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework. 
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The Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 and a range of other legislation 

also prescribes specific information about a Council’s activities that must be 

included in the Annual Report.  

 

The Annual Report is not a report to the Office of Local Government or the NSW 

Government. It is a report to the local community and other stakeholders of Council. 

Its purpose is to provide information about the progress Council has made towards 

achieving the commitments of Council’s Delivery Program.  

 

The Leeton Shire Council Annual Report 2023 (Attachment 1) has been prepared in 

accordance with Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines. It focuses on 

Council’s progress in implementing its Delivery Program 2022–2025 and Operational 

Plan 2022/23 commitments. It provides details of what the organisation has and 

hasn’t managed to achieve during the financial year ending 30 June 2023, and 

clearly demonstrates how Council is meeting its commitments and obligations on 

behalf of the Leeton Shire community. The report also includes the statutory 

information about which Council is required to report. 

 

Ideally, the Annual Report should be read in conjunction with the Leeton Shire 

Council Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2023.  The financial 

statements have yet to be finalised and audited. The Office of Local Government 

(OLG) have provided an extension to 30 November 2023 with the possibility of a 

further extension until 31 January 2024.  

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Adopts the Annual Report as presented. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Adopts the Annual Report with amendments. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Nil 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 – s 68, s 406, s 428, s 54P(1), s 356,  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 – cl 217(1) 

Carers Recognition Act 2010 – s 8(2) 

Disability Inclusion Act 2014 – s 13(1) 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 – s 7.5(5) 

Environment Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 cl 218A(1) 

Fisheries Management Act 1994 – s 220ZT(2) 
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Swimming Pools Act 1992 – s 22F(2) 

Swimming Pools Regulation 2018 – cl 23 

Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 – s 125(1) 

Government Information (Public Access) Regulation 2018 – cl 8, Schedule 2 

Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994 – s 31 

Public Interest Disclosures Regulation 2011 – cl 4 

Office of Local Government Capital Expenditure Guidelines 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Failure to publish an Annual Report by 30 November 2023 would constitute non-

compliance by Leeton Shire Council. It would also mean a lack of accountability to 

ratepayers and residents which would be reputationally damaging to the Council. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

The community will be notified of the Annual Report via Social Media and The 

Irrigator.  

 

The Minister for Local Government will be notified of the publication of the Leeton 

Shire Council Annual Report 2023 via an email to the Office of Local Government. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Responsible Officers 

Managers 

Senior Management Team 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic 

participation within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 9.4 - Nurture strong partnerships with Murray Darling 

Association, RAMJO, MI Ltd, NSW Government, Commonwealth - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.4.4 - Strategic engagement with NSW government departments.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Leeton Shire Council 2022/23 Annual Report - Attached separately  
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ITEM 7.3  ROXY COMMUNITY THEATRE - BUILD AND BUDGET UPDATE   

RECORD NUMBER 23/299 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Roxy Project Manager  

APPROVER/S General Manager    
 

 

  

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

Council is provided an update on the Roxy Build Project since assuming the role of 

the Principal as determined in May 2023. The reporting period is mid September 2023 

to mid November 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Receives and notes the update on the Roxy Project.  

 

2. Notes that an Expression of Interest has been lodged with Growing Better 

Regions to enable the return of most value managed items and, if invited to 

the next round in November 2023, this may have implications for the project’s 

completion date.   

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

At the May 2023 Extraordinary Council meeting, Council determined to complete 

the Roxy Project as Principal following the demise of the Lloyd Group. At that 

meeting Council confirmed a build project budget of $6.4M (a value managed 

figure) and funding strategy that includes grants (54%), fund raising (2%) and Council 

investment (44%). The budget included the cost of the build, the Project 

Management Office, defect remediation and a contingency of $430K.   

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Project Summary - Status  

Procurement  

• 86% of 46 trade package contracts have been let, including blockwork and 

concreting works for suspended slabs.  Multiple trades are now working 

concurrently with rapid progress being made on site.  
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• 80% of quotes are confirmed as fixed prices. Electrical and mechanical are 

“open book“ for labour only. 

• Lift one has been delivered to site. 

• Retractable seating has been delivered and is in storage in Leeton along with 

Roxy 2 seating. This leaves only the Dress Circle seating to arrive. Delivery early 

December 2023.   

• Council has now received the Shop Drawings done by HME (sound and 

lighting specialist that is being liquidated) which the theatre consultant is 

currently reviewing. Council has also secured cabling, winch hoists, and 

various control systems via our theatre consultant as part of the wind up of 

HME.  

Defects Remediation  

• Block work has been demolished (a previous Llyod defect) and rebuilt on the 

correct grid lines to the correct structural specifications.  

• A price has been obtained for the roof rectification works which will be 

undertaken by the current subcontractor. They will be providing Council with 

a certificate after remedial works are complete. This will occur later as it is not 

currently on the critical path. 

Works Program 

• Works Program delay has been reduced from 3 to 2 weeks, with structural 

steel installation up to grid 5 being completed ahead of time, making up the 

week. To further mitigate the delay, carpentry and concreting will commence 

earlier. The next-door property has been leased to accommodate a crane for 

steel installation purposes, which will accelerate the works and reduce the 

costs of undertaking works on a public road.   

• Practical Completion (PC) target date remains 31 May 2024, however, if 

Growing Better Regions is successful, this PC date will have to be extended to 

accommodate contract obligations and timeframes. 

Compliance  

• WHS – One incident recorded – no injuries. Staff reminded to follow Standard 

Operating Procedures. 

• WorkSafe conducted a site inspection and recommended additional signage 

when working at heights and adjustments to temporary electrical supply. 

• Heritage advisor has done monthly walk of site and determined works to be 

satisfactory. 

Construction Progress (Mid-September to Mid-November 2023) 

 

• Final demolition works have progressed under supervision / inspection and 

signoff by the temporary works structural engineer with approximately 10% 

remaining, being the openings between different buildings. Larger openings 
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have had temporary propping installed with final steel lintels and penetrations 

have commenced and will continue in alignment with our Works Program. 

 

• Fabrication of structural steel 100% completed. 

 

• Sewer services rectification works complete. 

 

• Block work defects have been rectified. 

 

• Structural steel in stage area is complete. 

 

• Permanent needles have been installed in stage area. 

 

• Block work first stage lift has formwork for and temporary propping in place for 

the Bondek suspended slab. 

 

• Structural steel in the Crate /Movie café is complete up to grid 5. 

 

• Crate and Movie Café roof sheets have been installed. 

 

• Mechanical Shop drawings are 80% complete. 

 

Associated works are in progress and will be timed to complement Roxy build 

program:  Power upgrade contract has been let; fire waterline partially installed with 

the remainder due to coincide with electrical upgrade. NSW Fire and Building 

Surveyor; Roxy forecourt integrated into Chelmsford / CBD upgrade; Roxy Laneway 

including intersection with Wade Ave planning is complete. 

 

 
Structural steel to stage  
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West Wall needle and props  

 
 

Blockwork rectification and temporary propping for concrete slab 
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Structural steel in Crate Cafe and new roof 

 
 

Additional block work -first lift  
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IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Budget is on track. There will be redesign of sound and lighting to close remaining 

gaps.  The potential risk of a $300K shortfall due to HME liquidation has been 

significantly reduced by the acquisition of the shop drawings, some equipment and 

materials required to complete the project.   

 

An expression of interest has also been submitted to Growing Better Regions for 

$2.2M which, if successful, will also assist with returning items that have been value 

managed out at various stages since 2021. Council has yet to be notified.  

 

Total redevelopment payments for second reporting period as Principal (14 

September 2023 to 13 November 2023) is $1,484,611, summarised below:  

 

 
 

(b) Policy 

 

Procurement Policy 

Work Health and Safety Policy 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Local Government Act 1993 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

Work Health and Safety Act 2011 
 

(d) Risk 

 

• Critical path delays: 

o Provide crane access on adjoining property for steel installation. 
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o Ensure Council operations led tasks (forecourt, laneway, and fire line) 

are aligned to Roxy works program as critical for achieving occupation 

certificate. - Ongoing 

o Specialist equipment is still at risk due to a limited contractor pool. The 

only alternative contractor has indicated that they cannot commence 

on site until May 2024. Project Management Office (PMO) is in 

discussions with local trades who have the skills for some components 

which can be completed under the guidance and assistance of our 

specialist theatre consultant. 

 

• Financial: 

o Where deposits cannot be waived for goods, Council will need transfer 

ownership from the supplier to Council to mitigate some of the risk. 

o For contingency management, expose all latent and defect work as 

soon as possible to enable pricing and any further value management, 

if required. 

o Undertake further value management if necessary. 

o Keep a tight watch on financials using CAT system to audit expenditure 

to budget. 

o Seek further grant funding. 

 

• Reputational – delivering in full and on time:  

o Project Team meet twice weekly and report to Project Control Group 

monthly and Council bi-monthly. 

o Keep up fortnightly communications with community and including 

virtual tours (SafeWork has recommended suspending onsite tours).   

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Fortnightly media releases (including social media) to keep community up to date. 

Activity for the reporting period is captured in (Attachment 1). Virtual tours will 

commence in November 2023. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Project Control Group – includes General Manager (Chairperson), Katherine 

Herrmann (Project Director), Gideon Vos (Roxy Project Manager), Peter Salisbury 

(Contract / Construction Manager), Andrew Valenta (Manager WHS, QA and Risk), 

Simon Bridges (Superintendent) and Manager Finance (currently vacant).  

 

Director Operations (Acting)  

Manager Road and Drainage 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 1 - A connected, inclusive and 

enriched community within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 2  - Museum, Arts and Cultural Services - 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 2.5 - Operate the Roxy Theatre, including: Completing 

the facility redevelopment; Setting up RIPA (Roxy Institute of Performing Arts); 

Collaborating with NIDA (National Institute of Dramatic Arts) - OPERATIONAL PLAN 

ACTIVITY 2.5.1 - Complete the refurbishment of the Roxy Theatre both internally and 

externally”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Roxy Media Report November 2023 
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CORPORATE MATTERS 

ITEM 7.5  INVESTMENTS REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/296 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Accountant  

APPROVER/S Director Corporate (Acting)    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

This report provides details of the performance of Council’s investment portfolio for 

the period ending 31 October 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the information contained in the Investments Report for October 

2023.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

This report is required to be prepared monthly and presented at the next available 

Ordinary Council meeting in accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2021. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Council’s cash and investment holdings total $50,731,290. 

 

As at 31 October 2023, Leeton Shire Council has $48,034,786 invested in Approved 

Deposit Institutions (ADIs) of which $5,406,194 (11.25%) is invested with local bank 

branches. 

 

Attached to this report is a Statement of Bank Reconciliation (Attachment 1) and a 

Summary of Investments (Attachment 2) as at 31 October 2023. 

 

The Statement of Bank Reconciliation reconciles the Bank Statement balances to the 

General Ledger at 31 October 2023 by taking into account unpresented cheques, 

unpresented deposits, and unpresented debits.  

 

The Summary of Investments details all the investments held by Leeton Shire Council 

as at 31 October 2023.  
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The following table details the total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investment holdings: 

 

Cash in Transaction Account $ 2,696,504 

Deposits At Call Accounts $13,934,786 

Investments       $34,100,000 

TOTAL $50,731,290 

 

The table below details the monthly movements of investments for October 2023. 

 

Opening Investments Balance  $ 50,976,386 

Less:     

Maturities (4) $ 3,500,000 

Transfer to CBA Current Account $ 1,000,000    

Subtotal $ 46,476,386 

Plus:     

Roll-overs  $ 1,500,000 

New Investments   $                     0 

CBA Business Online Saver (BOS) movements $ 23,318 

AMP Business Saver Account  $  1 

AMP 31 Day Notice Account  $ 26,725 

Macquarie Cash Management Accelerator Account  $ 8,356 

Closing Investments Balance $ 48,034,786 

Add back Cash in Transaction accounts   2,696,504 

Total Cash and Investments $ 50,731,290 

 

The following table details the break-up of investments according to the restrictions 

which are placed on them based on the Notes to the Financial Statements (Draft) 

30 June 2023. 

 

Total Cash and Investments $ 50,731,290 

Less restrictions      

Water Supply (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 18,005,000 

Sewerage Services (Excl. Unfinished Works) $ 8,936,000 

Domestic Waste Management $ 5,545,000 

*Other external restrictions  $ 2,496,000 

External Restrictions (Excl. Unfinished Works) - Sub Total $ 34,982,000 

Internal restrictions $ 12,879,000 

Total restrictions $ 47,861,000 

Operating Capital & Unfinished Works $ 2,870,290 

*Includes - Unspent Grants Restrictions, Stormwater Levy Restriction, Deposits, Retentions and Bonds 
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Externally restricted funds can only be used for the purposes for which they were 

raised. These include water, sewer, domestic waste operations and unexpended 

specific purpose grants.  

 

Internally restricted funds are set aside through Council resolution for specific 

purposes such as plant replacement, infrastructure renewal or funded provisions. 

Internal restrictions are considered as part of the Budget adoption or the Quarterly 

Budget Review process. 

 

Operating Capital is used to provide working capital for Council to fund short-term 

operations, current Capital works program, and fluctuations in payables and 

receivables. 

 

Water Investments Summary 

 

In accordance with Murrumbidgee Irrigation (MI) records, the total Water Licenses 

currently held are 5,584 ML. As of the 19 October 2023 Water Allocation update, 

Murrumbidgee General Security has a 46% allocation, High Security has 95% 

allocation. 

 

(Attachment 3) is the October 2023 Marsden Jacob report for the information of 

Councillors. 

 

Council has undertaken temporary trade of 750 ML for $115,904 (net of sale 

brokerage fees) as at 31 October 2023.  

 

 
 

Council currently has an estimated 1,060 ML of allocation available for trade.  

Temporary prices are currently at about $195/ML.   

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The annualised rate of return across the portfolio is 4.42% for October 2023. 

 

The actual $201,246 in interest earned for October 2023 is higher than the original 

budgeted amount of $58,333 by $142,913. 

 

The following graph compares year-to-date interest with the budgeted interest for 

the period.  

Water Entitlements Entitlement
Allocation 

(%)

Total 

Allocation 

(ML)

F'cast + 

Usage 

(ML)

Sales this 

month

Total 

Volume 

Sold

(ML)

Safety 

Margin 

(ML)

Remaining 

Allocation 

(Saleable)

(1)

Market 

rate 

19.10.23

Potential 

Income from 

Sales

Town Water High 

Security (C7) 
4,097           100% 4,097     2,400     -         500        195.00$ $97,500

Investment Water

High Security (C3) 971              95% 922        750        750        172        $195.00 $33,540

*General Security (C1) 516              46% 237        -         -         237        $195.00 $46,215

Carryover 100% 155        -         -         155        $195.00 $30,225

Unmeterd Usage 100% (42)         

Total 5,584          5,369     2,400     750        750        -        1,064     $207,480
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The Budgeted Interest for FY23/24 is $700K. The consolidated actual investment 

income from 1 July 2023 to 31 October 2023 compared to the original budgeted 

investment interest is detailed below. 

     

 
 

Total investment income allocation by fund is detailed below:  

 

 
 

The following tables provide information on investment rates this year compared to 

last year, as well as a comparison of investment balances from this year to last year. 

 

Actual versus budgeted interest and earnings Oct-23 Year To Date

Investments - Interest earned 136,791$                461,788$                

Deposits at call 62,899$                  257,546$                

Rebates and Other earnings 1,556$                    1,280$                    

Total Earnings 201,246$                720,614$                

Budgeted Interest 58,333$                  233,332$                

Variance – Positive 142,913$                $487,282

Interest Apportionment Oct-23 Year to Date

General Fund 100,119$                 369,890$           

Water Fund 67,543$                   254,147$           

Sewer Fund 33,584$                   96,577$             

Total Interest Earned 201,246$                 720,614$           
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Council Portfolio Compliance 

 

Investment Maturing Profile 

The portfolio remains lightly diversified from a maturity perspective with deposits 

maturing out to 5 years.  The graph below shows when Council’s current investments 

mature and the related values. 

 

 
Financial Asset Allocation 

 

Council’s financial assets are invested as per the table below: 

 

         
 

Counterparty  

As at the end of October 2023, Council did not have an overweight position to any 

single Authorised Deposit Taking Institution. The portfolio is well-diversified across the 

investment grade spectrum (all are rated BBB or higher).  
 

All aggregate ratings categories are within the Investment Policy limits. 

 

Performance Measures Year to Date Last Year (Oct)

Portfolio Average Interest

Rate (YTD inc. Cash)
4.27% 2.99%

Investment Balances Year to Date Last Year

Opening Balance as at 1 Oct $50,976,386 $48,275,270

Current Balance as at 31 Oct $48,034,786 $47,305,732

Investment Investment % of 

 Type Capital Interest Face Value Portfolio

Term Deposits Low Low 23,000,000     47.88%

Cash/At Call Deposits Low Low 13,934,786     29.01%

Floating Rate Notes Low Low 6,600,000       13.74%

Bonds Low Low 4,500,000       9.37%

TOTAL         48,034,786 100%

Risk Assessment
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Credit Quality  

The following table details the credit rating of each of the categories in which 

Council has money invested. All investments are compliant with Council’s 

Investment Policy. 
 

Compliant Credit Rating Invested ($) Invested % Max. Limit (%) 

Yes AAA Category $1,485,771 3.10% 100.00% 

Yes AA Category $21,878,413 45.65% 100.00% 

Yes A Category $3,943,412 8.23% 80.00% 

Yes BBB Category $20,622,943 43.03% 70.00% 

Yes Unrated ADI's           $0 0.00% 30.00% 

    $47,930,539 100.00%   
*Note: Valuations of Council’s senior Floating Rate Notes on the Imperium Markets platform are marked-to-market 

and priced on a daily basis from an independent third-party provider. Council has recorded its FRNs internally at the 

purchase price or face value. As such, the total portfolio’s balance is likely to differ as at the reporting date. 

(Imperium Markets) 
 

Maximum Limit Percentage is based on the Revised Investment Policy for 2022. 

 

(b) Legislative/Statutory 

 

All funds are invested in accordance with section 625 of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Ministerial Investment Order. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 
 

Council’s investment advisors are Imperium Markets (for financial investment advice) 

and Marsden Jacobs (for water trading advice).  
 

Advisors were contacted by staff for financial investment advice during the month 

of October 2023. 
 

(b) Internal 
 

Director Operations  
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic participation – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 9.7 - Deploy reliable and efficient corporate management - financial, asset, 

property, records, information technology, buildings and plant/fleet - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.7.3 - Foster Council's financial sustainability through maximising 

investment returns, including cash and water sales”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Bank Reconciliation October 23 

2  Summary of Investments October 23 

3  Marsden Jacob October 23 
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OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

ITEM 7.6  SUBMISSION ON PROTECTION OF LOCAL WATER UTILITIES AGAINST 

PRIVATISATION   

RECORD NUMBER 23/276 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Manager Water and Wastewater  

APPROVER/S Director Operations    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information on the letter 

(Attachment 1) sent to the NSW Joint Select Committee on Protecting Local Water 

Utilities from Privatisation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes for information the letter (Attachment 1) submitted on Councils 

behalf outlining Leeton Shire Council’s response to the inquiry into protecting Local 

Water Utilities from privatisation.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

On 27 September 2023, Council provided information outlining the Joint Select 

Committee of the NSW was conducting an inquiry into protecting Local Water 

Utilities (LWU) from privatisation in the NSW Parliament. All Councils and LWU’s were 

invited to make a submission to the inquiry by the 29 October 2023. 

 

The terms of reference for the inquiry were as follows. 

 

• The Committee will inquire into and report on how the Government can 

prevent and stop privatisation of local water utilities with reference to: 

a. How local water utilities and their assets can be best protected against 

privatisation, forced amalgamations and sell-offs; 

b. Reviewing governance and other legislation relating to the potential 

privatisation of local water utilities; and 

c. Any other matters relating to the potential privatisation of LWU’s.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The purpose of the letter (Attachment 1) was to promote the view that it is important 

to secure the future of LWU’s across regional NSW, and that our regional water assets 

should be protected. Councils submission aligns with the Joint Select Committee’s 
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views in safeguarding LWU’s from the privatisation whilst indicating current practiced 

undertaken at Council engage and often align with the private sector via contractor 

and supplier engagement.  

 

The response Council submitted also stated that Council does not support the 

privatisation of LWU’s in the regions or the sell-off of assets, nor does Council support 

forced Council or LWU’s amalgamations. 

 

Council’s letter outlines what is required to support the sustainability of water services 

to consumers in regional NSW. (Attachment 1). And encourages the Government to 

further explore and commit to these measures as preferred options. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – This report is for information only.   

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Loss of revenue to Council through fees for water and sewerage services 

Potential for price escalation for residents for water and sewerage services 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Councils Revenue Policy 

Leeton Shire Councils Fees and Charges 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

NSW Local Government Act 1993, 

NSW Water Management Act 2000, 

NSW Public Health Act 2010, 

NSW Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The Joint Select Committee has noted the concerns received from Councils across 

NSW about privatisation of local water utilities and forced amalgamations. These 

options would lead to the loss of local community involvement and control over 

water and sewerage services and the potential for price escalation of water and 

sewerage services charges to residents and rate payers. 

 

There is also the risk of lost revenue to Council through fees and charges for water 

and sewerage services should privatisation or forced amalgamations be legislated. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Both LGNSW and NSW Country Mayors have strong positions recommending water 

supply services remain owned and managed by Local Councils.  

 

(b) Internal 

 

General Manager 

Director Operations (Acting)  

Manager Water and Wastewater  

Engineer Water and Wastewater 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 5 - Strong leadership and civic 

participation within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 9 - Governance and Administration – 

DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 9.4 - Nurture strong partnerships with Murray Darling 

Association, RAMJO, MI Ltd, NSW Government, Commonwealth - OPERATIONAL 

PLAN ACTIVITY 9.4.5 - Strategic engagement with Commonwealth government 

departments Local MPS and government agencies on key issues for the region 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Leeton Shire Council response against privatisation of LWUs -  28 October 2023 
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ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MATTERS 

ITEM 7.7  CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ANIMAL POUND FACILITY   

RECORD NUMBER 23/261 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Manager Planning, Building and Health  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

This report is presented to Council to consider Development Application 98/2023 for 

the construction of a new animal pound facility. 

 

The matter is being reported to Council for determination in accordance with 

Council’s Conflict-of-Interest Policy (when dealing with Development Applications 

lodged by Council Staff, Councillors and Council). 

 

The application was notified in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement 

Strategy (CES), and no submissions were received. 

 

The development has been assessed regarding the matters for consideration set out 

in Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979. The evaluation 

of the development is set out in Attachment A, and it concludes that the proposed 

development has merit, and is recommended for approval. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Leeton Shire Council consent authority pursuant to Section 4.16(1)(a) of the 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979:  

 

1. Grants consent to Development Application No: DA98-2023 for the demolition 

of the existing animal shelter and the erection of a replacement animal 

shelter within the depot at 10-16 Massey Avenue, Leeton subject to the 

conditions set out in Attachment “B”. 

 

2. Refers the application to the General Manager for the issue of the notice of 

determination. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

A development application has been made by Leeton Shire Council for the 

upgrade of its animal pound at 10-16 Massey Avenue, Leeton. The application 
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involves the construction of a new shelter with the existing shelter being 

decommissioned and demolished upon the new facility becoming operational. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The assessment of the development application was undertaken by town planning 

staff from Murrumbidgee Council, in accordance with the Conflict of Interest 

Management Statement issued on 5 September 2023 and Council’s Conflict of 

Interest Policy (when dealing with Development Applications lodged by Council 

Staff, Councillors and Council). 

 

The proposed development was assessed and evaluated in accordance with the 

provisions of section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979. 

The assessment report is provided in Attachment A and can be summarised as 

follows: 

 

a. The subject land is zoned E4 General Industrial and under Part 2 Land Use 

Table of Leeton Local Environmental Plan 2014 and the development is 

deemed permissible as it is ancillary to the dominant use of the land as a 

depot. 

b. The proposed development is unlikely to have any unreasonable impact on 

the environment, and where an adverse impact has been identified 

appropriate conditions have been imposed to mitigate the effects. 

c. The subject site is suitable for the proposed development. 

d. The proposed development does not raise any matter contrary to the public 

interest. 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Leeton Shire Council consent authority pursuant to Section 4.16(1)(a) of the 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979:  

 

1. Grants consent to Development Application No: DA98-2023 for the 

demolition of the existing animal shelter and the erection of a replacement 

animal shelter within the depot at 10-16 Massey Avenue, Leeton subject to 

the conditions set out in Attachment “B”. 

 

2. Refers the application to the General Manager for the issue of the notice of 

determination. This is the recommended option.  

 

3. Any other resolution as determined by Council. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Council has set aside funding for the proposed redevelopment of the animal shelter 

at its depot. 
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(b) Policy 

 

The proposed development has been considered regarding relevant policies, 

including its Conflict-of-Interest Policy (when dealing with Development Applications 

lodged by Council Staff, Councillors and Council and Council’s Community 

Engagement Strategy. 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

1. The development application has been assessed in accordance with the 

provisions of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act, 1979, the 

Environmental Planning & Assessment Regulation, 2021, Leeton Local 

Environmental Plan 2014 and relevant environmental planning instruments. 

 

2. The provision of an animal pound facility must comply with the NSW Animal 

Welfare Code of Practice no. 5 – Dogs and cats in animal boarding 

establishments. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Council has notified the development in accordance with its Community 

Engagement Strategy. Council engaged an independent assessor in accordance 

with the Conflict of Interest Management Statement, mitigating conflict of interest 

risks. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

In accordance with Conflict of Interest Management Statement dated 5 September 

2023 the application required independent assessment to be undertaken. The 

independent assessment was undertaken by planning staff from Murrumbidgee 

Council. 

 

Development application DA 98/2023 was on public exhibition for 28 days in 

accordance with the provisions of Leeton Shire Council’s Community Engagement 

Strategy. No submissions were received. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Senior Management Team 

Director Operations 

Executive Manager Economic and Community Development 

Council’s Rangers 

Development Engineer 

Trade Waste Coordinator 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 3 - A thriving regional economy within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – DELIVERY PROGRAM 
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FUNCTIONAL AREA 5  - Planning, Building and Public Health - DELIVERY PROGRAM 

ACTIVITY 5.6 - Provide regulatory/ranger services: Animal control; Noise Control; Pest 

Control; Overgrown Blocks; Non-complying development; Graffiti/vandalism 

management - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 5.6.3 - Promote and foster responsible 

pet ownership, including Annual free microchipping day and All-year-round 

subsidised microchipping”. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  DA 98/2023 - Attachment A - Assessment report for Leeton Animal Pound 

Facility 

2  DA 98/2023 - LSC Animal Pound Facility - Recommended conditions 
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ITEM 7.8  ROUND ONE OF THE 2023/24 COMMUNITY STRENGTHENING GRANTS 

PROGRAM ALLOCATIONS   

RECORD NUMBER 23/293 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF22/36 

AUTHOR/S Community Development Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the applications received for Round 

One of the 2023/24 Community Strengthening Grants program, and to seek 

Council’s approval to allocate the funds as recommended by the Community Grant 

Funding Working Group. 

 

In addition, the report advises Council that $2,500 from the Community 

Strengthening Grant budget has been reserved for future 2023-24 Youth 

Development Grants. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Approves the following applications for funding under Round One of the 2023/24 

Community Strengthening Grants program: 

 

Gogeldrie RFS Community Gym                                                                    $    659.00 

Leeton Aqua Exercise (auspiced by MLHD)                                                    $ 2,000.00 

Leeton Connect                                                                                               $ 1,845.90 

Leeton Show Society                                                                                       $ 1,000.00 

Leeton Jockey Club                                                                                        $ 2,000.00 

Jim Grahame re-enactment committee (auspiced by Western Riverina Arts)        $ 1,500.00 

Yanco Wamoon Rugby League Football Club Ladies Auxillary                $ 1,499.00 

     (auspiced by Yanco Wamoon FC) TOTAL       $10,503.90 

 

2. Notes the allocation of $2,500 from the Community Strengthening Grants budget 

for future 2023-24 Youth Development Grants. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

Community groups and organisations can apply for financial assistance, resources 

and/or covering the costs of hiring Council facilities under Council’s Grants Policy.  
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Council adopted a Grants Policy and updated Community Grants Program 

Guidelines in May 2022. The policy and guidelines articulate community grant 

funding criteria and the acquittals process. 

 

Round One of the Community Strengthening Grants program opened on 1 

September 2023 and was promoted throughout September and October 2023 with 

a closing date of 31 October 2023. 

 

Methods of promotion included multiple posts on Council’s Facebook and 

Instagram pages, distribution to Leeton Connect to promote through their networks, 

a media release that was picked up by The Irrigator and conversations with local 

community groups as part of the Community Development Coordinator’s 

community engagement. 

 

(b) Discussion 

 

Eleven applications were received, seeking a total value of $17,471.55.  

 

As per the policy, the applications were first assessed by Council staff to determine 

their eligibility. The Community Grant Funding Working Group, met on 6 November 

2023 to assess the applications and was attended by Cr Nardi and Cr Smith. 

 

The Working Group also considered the funding applicants had received from the 

Council in the past. (Attachment 1) 

 

The following recommendations are made by the Working Group: 

 

Name Request 

Alignment with 

Community 

Strategic Plan 

Amount 

Requested 

($) 

Amount 

Allocated 

($) 

Gogeldrie 

Rural Fire 

Service 

Community 

Gym 

 

Purchase a battery 

powered blower vac to 

clean the fire shed floor 

before gym classes. 

 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

 and enriched 

community. 

$659 $659 

Leeton Aqua 

Exercise 

(auspiced by 

NSW Health 

MLHD) 

Purchase equipment to 

run low-cost water 

aerobics classes for older 

people in Leeton Shire. 

 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community. 

$2,000 $2,000 

Leeton 

Connect 

Purchase two mobile 

phones for the 

Coordinator and Grants 

Support Officer. 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community  

$1845.90 $1845.90 
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Name Request 

Alignment with 

Community 

Strategic Plan 

Amount 

Requested 

($) 

Amount 

Allocated 

($) 

Leeton Show 

Society 

Purchase printer, office 

furniture and ladders. 

 

(only ladders funded) 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community 

$1,988 $1,000 

Leeton 

Jockey Club 

Purchase a 13m container 

to store equipment that is 

currently stored under the 

grandstand that will be 

demolished  

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community 

$2,000 $2,000 

Jim Grahame 

re-

enactment 

committee 

(Western 

Riverina Arts) 

 

Jim Grahame re-

enactment - development 

of project prospectus 

 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community 

$2,000 $1,500 

Yanco 

Wamoon 

Rugby 

League 

Football Club 

Ladies 

Auxillary 

 

Purchase an automatic 

coffee machine for 

canteen and fundraising 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

 

$2,000 $1,499 

Riverina 

Writing House 
Purchase a laptop 

Focus Area 5 - 

Strong Leadership 

and civic 

participation 

$1,000 $0 

Riverina 

Writing House 

Design of booklet – 

Celebrating Place 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

$1,750 $0 

Leeton 

District 

Dressage 

Club 

Provide transport for 

donated sand for arena 

 

Focus Area 2 - A 

safe, active and 

healthy community 

$675.65 $0 

Lions Club of 

Leeton 

Purchase camera system 

for Lions train to improve 

passenger safety 

Focus Area 1 - A 

connected, 

inclusive and 

enriched 

community 

$1,601 $0 

  TOTALS $17,471.55 $10,503.90 

 

Insufficient detail on how requested funds would be used to achieve project goals, 

was the reason some applications were unsuccessful.  
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Council’s Community Development Coordinator will provide feedback to 

applicants, that received partial or no funding, to improve future applications. 

 

(c) Options 

 

THAT Council: 

 

1. Endorses the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding Working 

Group. This is the recommended option. 

 

2. Amend all or some of the recommendations of the Community Grant Funding 

Working Group. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

There is $25K allocated to the Community Strengthening Grants Program for the 

2023/24 financial year.  The recommendation is to allocate $10,503.90 to Round 

One. 

 

The Youth Development Grants have been well promoted this year and as a result 

Council has received an increased number of applications and the budget 

allocation has been spent.  To allow for further Youth Development Grants to be 

funded this financial year, $2,500 will be allocated from the Community 

Strengthening Grants budget.  This will fund ten (10) Youth Development Grants. 

 

This will leave $11,996.10 for Round Two of the Community Strengthening Grants. 

 

There is no remaining budget for Quick Response Grants. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Grants Policy 

Community Grants Program Guidelines 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) states the following a: 

 

1. Council may, in accordance with a resolution of the Council, contribute 

money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of 

exercising its functions. 

 

2. Proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted 

financial assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until at 

least 28 days’ public notice of the Council proposal to pass the necessary 

resolution has been given. 
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(d) Risk 

 

There is a low risk that successful applicants may utilise the funds in a way that is not 

agreed upon. A funding agreement and acquittal process aims to mitigate this risk. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Staff have consulted with each organisation that has requested financial assistance 

and Leeton Connect who assisted some of the applicants. 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Councillors on the Community Grant Funding Working Group 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 1 - A connected, inclusive and enriched community – DELIVERY 

PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 1  - Community Services and Community 

Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 1.5 - Offer advice, active support and 

grants to community groups including: A community grants program; Annual 

donations to the Town Band, Men's Shed and Eisteddfod Society; Annual school 

prizes; Low and subsidised leases/licences for community groups; Payroll services for 

grant funded staff at Leeton Connect, Leeton Multicultural Support Group and 

Jumpstart - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 1.5.1 - Support the community by offering a 

Community Grants program”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  ATTACHMENT 1 - Council grant funding previoiusly received by applicants 
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ITEM 7.9  MINUTES OF THE LEETON SHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL AND TERMS OF 

REFERENCE   

RECORD NUMBER 23/295 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/433/02 

AUTHOR/S Community Development Coordinator  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Leeton Shire Youth Council is an Advisory Committee that was established in 

December 2022.  It has held 3 meetings in 2023.  

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Leeton Shire 

Youth Council (Attachments 1 to 3) and the draft Terms of Reference for 

consideration (Attachment 4). 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Leeton Shire Youth Council minutes of 

meetings held on 27 February, 15 May and 4 September 2023 and adopts the Terms 

of Reference as recommended in (Attachment 4). 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The Leeton Shire Youth Council has been established to provide advice to Leeton 

Shire Council and an opportunity for Leeton’s youth participate in civic life.  

 

The Youth Council is an Advisory Committee only. It has no delegations from Council 

and no authority to make decisions or to direct the activities of Council staff.  
 

The Youth Council aims to: 
 

• Act as a voice for the young people of Leeton Shire by providing advice from 

the perspective of young people to Council, including making presentations 

to Council when appropriate. 

• Be an inclusive space where all views are respected.  

• Provide an opportunity to attend official Council events such as Citizenship 

ceremonies, civic receptions, NAIDOC flag raising ceremony etc. 

• Offer an opportunity to attend Council facilities and worksites. 
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Membership of the Youth Council of made up of up to twelve young people - 

ideally four from each secondary-level school in the Shire. 

 

The Youth Council will meet six (6) times per year. The need for any additional 

meetings will be decided by the Responsible Officer in consultation with the Youth 

Councillors and their schools.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The local high schools have been very supportive of the Youth Council initiative and 

have actively recruited students and brought them to the meetings.  Council is 

working with Yanco Agricultural High School to fill the 3 vacant positions with 

students from their school. 

The next Youth Council meeting is scheduled for Monday 4th December 2023. 

Current Youth Councillors 

School Student Year 
Year 

joined 

Leeton High School Naz dana Saifi 11 2023 

Leeton High School Fatana Yousufi 11 2023 

Leeton High School Adelaide Heins 11 2023 

Leeton High School Chelsea Clark 11 2023 

Leeton High School Ruby Miller 10 2023 

Leeton High School Xavier Johnstone 9 2023 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Stella Mallamace 10 2022 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Eustace Ihuarulam 10 2022 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Oliver Bruno 10 2023 

 

Retired Youth Councillors 

School Student Year 
Year 

joined 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Michael Ciurleo 12 2022 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Ella Hookway 12 2022 

St Francis de Sales Regional College Hafsa Chashman 12 2022 

Leeton High School Genevieve Hillman  12 2022 

Leeton High School Sabrina Maimone 12 2022 
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The meeting minutes are included with this report as (Attachments 1-3). 

The DRAFT Terms of Reference are included with this report as (Attachment 4). 

(c) Options 

 

The meeting minutes are for information only. The Terms of Reference may be 

adopted as presented or amended. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

Nil 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Conduct 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Meeting Practice 

Leeton Shire Council Work Health and Safety Management Plan 

Leeton Shire Council’s Child Safe Policy 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Work Health and Safety Act 2011 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Staff and Councillors who regularly engage with the Youth Council are required to 

have Working With Children Checks.  

 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Youth Councillors 

Leeton High School 

St Francis De Sales Regional College Leeton 

Yanco Agricultural High School 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Mayor Cr. Reneker 

Cr. Nardi 

Cr. Maytom 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

Senior Management Team 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

CSP FOCUS AREA 1 - A connected, inclusive and enriched community – DELIVERY 

PROGRAM FUNCTIONAL AREA 1  - Community Services and Community 

Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 1.10 - Foster youth leadership and 

engagement through setting up a Leeton Youth Council - OPERATIONAL PLAN 

ACTIVITY 1.10.1 - Establish and coordinate a Youth Council”. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  ATTACHMENT 1 - Youth Council Minutes - Monday 27 February 2023 

2  ATTACHMENT 2 - Youth Council Minutes - Monday 15 May 2023 

3  ATTACHMENT 3 - Youth Council Minutes - Monday 4 September 2023 

4  ATTACHMENT 4 - Draft Youth Council Terms of Reference 
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ITEM 7.10  MINUTES OF THE SUNRICE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE - JULY TO OCT 2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/270 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/433/02 

AUTHOR/S Events Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the Minutes of the Leeton 

SunRice Festival Committee meetings held on 20 July, 17 August, 21 September, and 

19 October 2023 (Attachments 1 to 4) and the Minutes of the Annual General 

Meeting also held on 19 October 2023 (Attachments 5 to 6). 

 

The minutes of the meeting are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the Minutes of the Leeton SunRice Festival 

Committee meetings held on 20 July, 17 August, 21 September, and 19 October 

2023 and the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19 October 2023. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is to coordinate and stage a 

successful biennial event and encourage individuals and businesses to participate in 

the Leeton SunRice Festival. The next festival will take place during Easter 2024. 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee holds regular monthly meetings in the year 

leading up to the event.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee met in July, August, September, and 

October 2023, following the workplan to coordinate the 2024 event. Discussion and 

action on items have included: 

• canvassing of potential participants for the Ambassador program, 

• preparation for promotion including the update of the website, 
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• booking of entertainers, infrastructure providers and caterers of the Longest 

Lunch and Launch events, 

• confirmation of naming rights sponsorship agreement and continued canvassing 

of new sponsorship for the 2024 event, 

• consultation with Transport for NSW and NSW Police regarding legislated 

requirements for parades in preparation for submission of documentation to 

Traffic Committee for the street parade. 

The meeting minutes are included with this report as (Attachments 1-4). 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee held their Annual General Meeting on 19 

October 2023 at which a new executive was elected. 

 

The meeting minutes are included with this report as (Attachment 5). 

The audited financial report as tabled at the Annual General Meeting are also 

included with this report as (Attachment 6). 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – meeting minutes are for information purposes only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Leeton SunRice Festival Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently 

manages its own finances.  

 

Leeton Shire Council provides its contribution to this biennial event in the form of 

$15K sponsorship per festival which contributes towards event costs and staff wages. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Conduct 

Child Safe Policy  

Work, Health and Safety Policy  

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political, and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

Transport for NSW 

NSW Police 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Executive Manager Economic and Community Development    

Events Officer (Trainee) 

Manager Roads and Drainage 

Manager WHS, QA and Risk   

Roads Safety Officer 

 

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 3 - A thriving regional economy within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 4  - Economic Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 4.10 - 

Host major destinational events, including: Art Deco Festival (annual); SunRice 

Festival (bi-annual) - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 4.10.3 - Help coordinate the 

SunRice Festival (held biannually) in association with the Leeton SunRice Festival 

Committee.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  SunRice Festival Committee Minutes 20 JULY 2023 

2  SunRice Festival Committee Minutes 17 AUG 2023 

3  SunRice Festival Committee Minutes 21 SEPT 2023 

4  SunRice Festival Committee Minutes 19 OCT 2023 

5  SunRice Festival Committee AGM Minutes 19 OCT 2023 

6  SunRice Festival Audited Financial Report for year ended 30 June 2023 - 

redacted version 
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ITEM 7.11  MINUTES OF THE LIGHT UP LEETON COMMITTEE - AUGUST TO OCTOBER 

2023   

RECORD NUMBER 23/271 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/433/02 

AUTHOR/S Events Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee is a Section 355 Committee of Council. 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the minutes of the Light Up 

Leeton Committee meetings held on 17 August, 7 and 21 September, 5 and 19 

October 2023 (Attachments 1-5) and the minutes of the public meeting held 12 

October 2023 to discuss the potential change of date of the Light Up Leeton event 

(Attachment 6). 

 

The minutes of the meetings are prepared by volunteers who sit on the Committee 

and are presented as supplied to Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council receives for information the minutes of the Light Up Leeton Committee 

meetings held on 17 August, 7 and 21 September, 5 and 19 October 2023 and the 

minutes of the public meeting held 12 October 2023. 

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The purpose of the Light Up Leeton Committee is to encourage individuals and 

businesses to participate in Light Up Leeton events and coordinate and stage a 

successful event. 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee holds regular meetings in the months leading up to 

the event, which is held on an annual basis.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee meetings commenced in August, increasing in 

frequency to fortnightly meetings in September and October, to coordinate the 

event on 3 December 2023. 
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 Discussion and action on items have included: 

• refresh of the event branding, including design of a new logo and committee 

shirts, 

• canvassing of sponsors for the event, 

• organisation of advertising and promotion, 

• organisation and canvassing of concert participants, 

• organisation and canvassing of stallholders. 

 

The meeting minutes are included with this report as per (Attachments 1-5).  

Feedback was received following the 2022 event proposing changing the event 

date from a Sunday to a Saturday, and separately from the first weekend in 

December to the last weekend in November. A public meeting was held on 12 

October 2023 with a call for all stakeholders to attend to have input on the 

proposed changes. After discussion, it was decided to maintain the current date for 

the Light Up Leeton event, being the first Sunday in December. The minutes of that 

meeting are included with this report as (Attachment 6). 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – meeting minutes are for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 

 

The Light Up Leeton Committee is a Section 355 Committee. It currently manages its 

own finances.  

 

Leeton Shire Council provides its contribution to this annual event in the form of $5K 

cash sponsorship and staff wages towards supporting facilitation of the event. 

 

(b) Policy 

 

Leeton Shire Council Code of Conduct 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Under Section 355 (b) of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council may exercise its 

functions by a Committee of Council. 

 

(d) Risk 

 

The legislative non-compliance of a Section 355 Committee could have legal, 

reputational, political and financial impacts. Note that Council has commenced a 

review of all Section 355 Committees to check for legislative compliance. 
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CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Committee members 

Community stakeholders 

 

(b) Internal 

 

Events Officer (Trainee) 

Executive Manager Economic & Community Development    

Manager WHS, QA and Risk 

Manager Open Spaces and Recreation 

Open Space and Recreation Coordinator  

Roads and Drainage Coordinator  

Roads Safety Officer  

 

LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area CSP FOCUS AREA 3 - A thriving regional economy within 

Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – DELIVERY PROGRAM 

FUNCTIONAL AREA 4  - Economic Development - DELIVERY PROGRAM ACTIVITY 4.10 - 

Host major destinational events, including: Art Deco Festival (annual); SunRice 

Festival (bi-annual) - OPERATIONAL PLAN ACTIVITY 4.10.1 - Coordinate the Australian 

Art Deco Festival – Leeton’s Premier destinational event – in Leeton.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes 17-08-2023 

2  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes 07-09-2023 

3  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes 21-09-2023 

4  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes 05-10-2023 

5  Light Up Leeton Meeting Minutes 19-10-2023 

6  Light Up Leeton Public Stakeholder Meeting Minutes 12-10-2023 
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ITEM 7.12  POST EVENT REPORT - 2023 LEETON CHILL & GRILL EVENT   

RECORD NUMBER 23/273 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/438/02 

AUTHOR/S Events Officer  

APPROVER/S Executive Manager Economic & Community 

Development    
 

 

 

 

SUMMARY/PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the post event review for the 

2023 Leeton Chill & Grill held on 14 October 2023. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Receives for information the 2023 Leeton Chill & Grill post event report, 

 

2. Notes the 2024 event has been set for Saturday 19 October 2024, and 

 

3. Acknowledges the sponsors and volunteers who contribute to the success of 

the event.  

 

REPORT 

 

(a) Background 

 

The first Leeton Chill & Grill event was held in 2016. This pop-up food event 

showcases local produce and growers to the wider community.  

 

In 2018, Leeton Chill & Grill was held at the Leeton Ovals carpark with 1400 patrons 

attending the event.  

 

In 2019, the event was cancelled due to inclement weather. Then in 2020 and 2021, 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic, resultant public health orders and restrictions forced 

a hiatus. 

 

In 2022, Leeton Chill & Grill returned to Mountford Park. The event was grant funded 

through the NSW Government’s Reconnecting Regional NSW Community Events 

Program, with an estimated 1600 patrons attending.  

 

(b) Discussion 

 

The 2023 Leeton Chill & Grill event was held on Saturday 14 October 2023 in 

Mountford Park. Following feedback from the previous year, the restricted licenced 
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area was increased to include the entire event area and was fenced off in 

accordance with liquor licencing requirements.  

 

All food and beverage vendors were positioned inside the event area, creating a 

festival atmosphere and maximising the space available in the park for the 

anticipated crowd to view the live entertainment which featured prominent and 

well-known local acts. A cooking demonstration and competition led by a well-

known local chef were also included in the program, featuring and highlighting 

product supplied by major sponsors. 

 

The adjacent Jarrah Street was intended to be closed to facilitate the inclusion of 

large scale and mechanical children’s amusements however these appliances were 

unavailable on the day, so no road closures were enacted. 

 

The event received some funding through the NSW Government’s Reconnecting 

Regional NSW Community Events Program and generous support from local 

businesses, together these major sponsors enabled the financing of the event. 

 

Entry to the event was free, but tickets were required for admission to enable the 

collection of data to fulfill grant acquittal requisites. These tickets were available 

through the Humanitix ticketing platform, which enabled direct communication to 

patrons via email and the ability to digitally check-in at the event gates. 73.5% 

percent of patrons who obtained online tickets attended the event. 

 

A post-event survey was conducted where a range of positive and constructive 

feedback was received and has been summarised in the attached report 

(Attachment 1).  

 

The event was very well received with 2194 people officially recorded in 

attendance. Numbers based on other counting methods estimate 2400 patrons. 

 

The drawcard entertainment act (Jiakomo Thief) has indicated their availability in 

2024 and have been booked with the date for the 2024 event set for Saturday 19 

October 2024. 

 

Recommendations for the next event include: 

• Address the number and variety of food stallholders at the event by 

canvassing with an earlier lead time to facilitate availability and commitment 

from the vendors.  

• Maintain a shared focus on music (“chill”) and food (“grill”), with further 

canvassing of “grill-focussed” stallholders and further development of the 

cooking demonstration/competition aspect and other food-related activities. 

 

(c) Options 

 

Nil – this report is for information only. 

 

IMPLICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

 

(a) Financial 
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Total expenditure of the Chill and Grill event was $38,584.25 which was funded by: 

• Council receiving a grant of $14,308 from the NSW Government’s 

Reconnecting Regional NSW Community Events Program. 

• Sponsorship by local businesses (JBS Australia, Yenda Brewing Co, Stahmann 

Webster, Bega Food Group, Hotel Leeton, Issac Houghton Design & 

Construction, Washington’s Furniture, Leeton Home Improvements, Matt 

Sheldrick Bobcat & Excavator Hire and Wayne Houghton Plumbing) to the 

value of $14,400. 

• Council’s contribution of $10K, including rostered outdoor staff wages.  

 

(b) Policy 

 

Child Safe Policy 

Work, Health and Safety Policy 

 

(c) Legislative/Statutory 

 

Each event has a tailored risk plan, including a Traffic Management Plan when 

applicable. Leeton Chill & Grill is a fully licenced event, operating under a specified 

liquor licence (limited licence – trade fair). 

 

(d) Risk 

 

Risks were assessed and managed via a risk management plan. 
 

CONSULTATION 

 

(a) External 

 

Traffic Committee 

Liquor and Gaming NSW 

NSW Police Licencing Supervisor 

Local business sponsors 

Local service groups 

Entertainment providers 

Food vendors and stallholders 

Security providers 

Public Feedback is recorded in (Attachment 1)  

 

(b) Internal 

 

Events Officer (Trainee)  

Executive Manager Economic and Community Development 

Community Development Coordinator 

Road Safety Officer 

Manager Roads and Drainage 

Manager Open Space and Recreation 
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LINK/S TO THE DELIVERY PROGRAM/OPERATIONAL PLAN (DPOP) 

 

Under the Key Priority Area Outcome Four: A THRIVING ECONOMY AND GOOD JOBS 

within Council’s adopted Delivery Program/Operational Plan – 13 - A community 

that has great attractions and events - 13 a - Encourage a range of exciting and 

interesting sports, arts and cultural events for the residents and visitors of Leeton Shire 

- Support the hosting of local community events across the Shire, including Chill ‘n’ 

Grill, Australia Day and Light Up Leeton. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1  2023 Leeton Chill & Grill Post Event Report 
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COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORTS 

ITEM 9.1 COUNCILLOR ACTIVITY REPORT 

RECORD NUMBER 23/297 

RELATED FILE NUMBER EF21/508 

AUTHOR Executive Assistant to the General Manager 

and Mayor  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT Council notes the Councillor activity reports submitted for the period between 

26 October to 22 November 2023. 

 
 

Cr Tony Reneker 

 

26 October 2023 RAMJO Meeting 

27 October 2023 The Curious Explorers Exhibition and Book Launch 

6 November 2023 Youth Council Discussions with Yanco Agricultural High 

School and St Francis De Sales College Leeton 

7 November 2023 RAMJO Water Sub Committee Meeting 

8 November 2023 Murrumbidgee Irrigation AGM 

9 November 2023 Public Consultation Session Rate Review & RAMJO Board 

Dinner  

10 November 2023 RAMJO Board Meeting 

11 November 2023 Remembrance Day Service & Outback Band Spectacular 

12-14 November 2023 LGNSW Annual Conference 

14 November 2023 Meeting with Senator Deborah O’Neill 

15 November 2023 Rate Review Business Consultation 

16 November 2023 Historical Society Meeting 

20 November 2023 Yanco Town Improvement Committee Meeting 

21 November 2023 Water Bill – Public Rally 
 

 

Cr Sandra Nardi 

 

6 November 2023 Community Strengthening Grant Meeting 
 

Cr Tony Ciccia 

 

6 November 2023 Quick Response Grant Photo with Gralee School & Public 

Consultation Session Rate Review 

8 November 2023 Infrastructure Working Group Meeting 

9 November 2023 Public Consultation Session Rate Review 

11 November 2023 Outback Band Spectacular 

 

 


